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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS WITH
MRS. THELMA WHITE McDANIEL
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Charleston, West Virginia
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AB: Today is September 8th , 1999. Ancella Bickley and Rita Wicks-Nelson are at the home of

Mrs. Thelma McDaniels in, uh, Charleston, West Virginia.
RW-N: So Mrs. McDaniel, you said you'd like to start at the beginning too and that works fine

for us. So we'll tum it over to you .
TM: Well, I want to go back to slavery time.
RW-N: Can you, can I interrupt you for one minute? Can you for the sake of the tape, tell us

your full name, (TM: Oh.) when you were born, and where you were born, and then we'll go
from there.
TM: All right, I'm Thelma White McDaniel. I was born in Pelham, North Carolina in 19 and 12.

I am the daughter of Arthur Lee Bedford White -- they call him Alphabet White [chuckles] -- and
Mattie :Price White. And my father was born in a little place called Cedar Grove in Virginia, not
very far from Danville, Virginia. My mother was born in a place called Pelham, North Carolina,
very small, about 9 miles from Danville, Virginia. Uh, they had 6 children and my mother was the
2nd in the, in the group .
AB : Mrs. McDaniels is showing us a picture of her family. Um, and we're looking at, uh, photos

of her mother and would you tell us who else is on that?
TM: Now, the oldest girl was called Eugene and then my mother. Her name was Mattie and her

brother was called William. Then we have another, a younger group . That's, that was the older
group . Then it skipped a few years and they came to Neva, Wilbur, and Arthur. Now all these
had children except Arthur. Arthur had none. But they all had, and this is a large family. And, uh,
we, we're ~

very proud of the family We have family reunions and on, on this picture you'll

see what we call a family tree and all the children and whatnot. That's, that's a -- uh ...
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AB : And this is the Price family? Your mother's family?

TM: Mother's family. Now my father's fam -- my father's family we don't know a great deal

about because, uh, he mar. .. the, the, uh, Sam White married my father's mother early, early. I
don't know how, how far back it was . But she died and he, he remarried . And so we know very
little about my daddy's family. But we know a great deal about my mother' s family. My
mother's family was, the one -- Price family we keep up with all the time.
AB : Now you said that, uh, this family came out of slavery, was it the Price family?

TM: Yes. The Price famil)!J ~e kno~-K~grandfather was the son of, of a slave owner. He never

worked; I don't think he was old enough to do much more than just a little field work. My
grandmother was one of those, uh, children that were born -- slave owner's child. And she
worked iq the house. She was small and she never worked, worked in the fields or anything. She
worked in the house. But, uh -- and when the slave owner died, he left the farm to my
grandmother and their family. So that's where my mother lived until she moved to West Virginia.
AB: That was in North Carolina?

TM: That was in North Carolina, just 9 miles out of Danville.
RW-N: Do we have her name, your grandmother?
TM: My grandmother's name was, uh -- oh isn't that something. You call them grandma all the
.

,
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time [chuckles] and then you can t -- Alberta. o.K LlJ\c. IN la I er
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TM : Uh-huh
AB : And it was Alberta who was the daughter of the slave owner? (TM: Yes) And Alberta's

husband was, what was his name?
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TM: His, his name was, uh -- let's see, what was grandfather' s name? Isn't that something? You
bring children up and you just call them grandpa. And then -- his name was Arthur.
AB: And so Arthur and Alberta. We know that Alberta was the daughter of a slave owner. What

about Arthur?
TM: He was.,

[et.cl" See ii%

lI
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AB: Both of them (TM: He was, definitely) were the [overlapping voices]children of slave

owners.
TM: He was a great deal older than my grandmother. He had been married before (AB : Mrnm-

hmm) and had another family. (AB : Mmm-hmm) So he was really a field hand worker. (AB :
Mmm-hmm) He, he was old enough to work in the fields.
AB: But he was also the son of a slave owner?

TM: Yes. (AB : Uh hum) Yes. As far as we know. That, that's what's been passed down to us.
(AB: Mmm-hmm) But uh, they were a great family. They produced and-loved so many, many,
many children.
RW-N: Do you know the name of the slave owner?
TM: No, I have no idea. We, we're inclined to think that, uh, my grandfather took his name from
the slave owner, you know. Remember slaves didn't have a last name . And we're inclined to
think that the slave owner's was named Price. We have no, no idea if that's really true.
RW-N : So the story has come down in the family, right? (TM: Yes) And you know that there' s a
home that was given to your grandmother. (TM: Yes, uh-huh) And that ' s not been documented
by anyone, (TM: I don ' t think so.) but it has been a story in the family?
TM : Just a story that ' s passed along because, uh, someone lived on t hat property in the famil y
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until about 10 years ago and now they've bought it up for a store or something.
RW-N : And this was in Pelham . . .
TM: Pelham, North Carolina, just a small place in the road uh from Danville, Virginia.
RW-N : So the home is gone now?
TM: Oh, yeah. Oh, yes. That was an old cabin, you know, that was tom out, tom down, and

they built another place on there. But uh, it was, it was a very interesting background. My
mother used to take us back there every summer when we were small. She wanted us to know,
you know, and she would take us there to visit them every summer. And this is just a little
something that I always will remember: my grandfather would make us go out -- tobacco was the
product that they produced (AB: Mmm hmm, mmrn hmm)-- and he would take us out in the
fields and he would give us a dime at the end of the day for the person who had the blackest hands
[chuckles] and you see, when you suckle tobacco, the little growth that comes out there, you had
to sucker them in order not, not to lose the strength of the tobacco. So he'd put us out in the
field early in the morning and we'd suckle tobacco and the one with the blackest hands, the tar
would stain your hands, and the one with the black, and you could not rub it on, we tried to
suckle tobacco and rub it on, you know, to make our hands blacker, but you couldn't do it. You
had to pick the tobacco to get this black tar on your hands. [chuckles] And, and when you'd come
in at the end of the day, he would give the person with the blackest hands a dime. And this boy
Wilbur, uh, his youngest boy, was, was about my age, and he would always win . And we don't
know how he did it except he had lived on the farm with his father all the time and he knew how
to do it. But he'd always get the money. So my grandfather had to start to giving Ct. second
prize, a nickel. [chuckles]
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RW-N: So Wilbur is your uncle?
TM: Yes, Wilbur is my uncle, and he's my uncle.
RW-N: And what was the word you were using for working on the tobacco?
TM: Suckeling? You suckle [sucker] the tobacco by taking the little sucker between the leaf and

the stalk and . . .
RW-N : Can you spell that? S-u-c, (AB : I don 't know.) Is it sucker or suckling?
AB : I don 't know. We can look it up. I'm not quite sure. [overlapping voices, inaudible]

TM: I'm, I'm not sure. I'm not sure. But uh, it, it was fun, and, and of course, that added a little

fun in the day. You worked and I think my grandfather knew it. [chuckles]
RW-N: Do you, would you know your, the birthdate of your grandparents?
TM: No. I have no idea.
RW-N : Were they, uh ... ?
TM: Let me see ifwe have anything in .. .
RW-N : At some point in time they were, they became freed, right?
TM : Oh, yeah, they were free .
RW-N : They, they were in that generation of being fairly young?
TM : This is a little something about the background. I don't think, I think the boys did a, my

brothers went down there and they did a little study on it, but I don't think they have a date in
there, do they?
RW-N : I don't see the date of their birth. (TM : Hmm-mmm)

AB: Well, for people who were born in slavery, it's almost impossibl e to find out what, what
dates, how old th ey were.
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RW-N: Perhaps you would, um, allow us to copy this to be with your tape?

TM: Oh, yes, oh, yeah you can, but I want it back. That's the only copy I have.
RW-N: Oh, yeah. No, we'd give it back.

TM: This was done, I did this in, in '84 when we had our, our family reunion here. And it, uh,
shows the pictures of the family all in there. So, you, you can take it and, uh . . .

~e

RW-N: We are looking at several pages of written material and lphotograplfofthe family that
was prepared for the Price family reunion August 10th through

Ii\

1984 in Charleston, West

Virginia and we will, uh, copy this and put it with the tape.

TM: Okay.
AB: How did the family get from Virginia to West Virginia?

TM: Now that, that's interesting. My father mar -- my, my father met my mother at the -- what
they call Shady Grove Baptist Church halfway between the 2 neighborhoods and they would
come to church and he met my mother there. And he fell in love with her and married her. And
uh, he was never satisfied working in the fields. He didn't like tobac -- his father raised tobacco
too . That was tobacco land, everybody did. And he didn't like it. And he had a very good friend
called Strayter and Strayter moved to Charleston. He mov -- his name was Allen Strayter. And
they were very good friends . They went to high school together. So he moved to Glen Ferris,
West Virginia and worked in the plant up there. And he, he wrote to my father and said, "If you
don ' t like it, like I know you don't, come to West Virginia." Papa was a brilliant man . He never
got -- he finished high school in that area, but he never got any more education. So, uh, Mr.
Strayter said, "Come to West Virginia. I know I can get you a job in the plant. And maybe you
can do what you long to do and that's teach They're trying to open a small school, one room
7

school here on the, on Kanawha River." And everything in Glen Ferris faced the river. The road
was here, you've been through there. The road was here and we faced -- and so he says, "Come
to West Virginia." Well, Mama was pregnant at the time with me. And Mama said, "I will not go
somewhere pregnant, you go on." So Papa came to West Virginia on Mr. Strayter's invitation.
When he got here, uh, when he got there, he went into the plant, but he didn't like the plant either
cause, cause he got his eye injured in - uh, when the fire plug, something hit him in the eye.
Anyway, he, he didn't like that either. But when they opened the school, they couldn't find a
teacher that was willing to come to West, to West Virginia and work in a one room school.
Grades 1 through 8.
AB: This is about 1910, 1911, something like that?
TM: Something like that, something like that. Now, wait a minute. Maybe a little bit earlier than

that.
RW-N: Do you, do you l<t10W the birthdate of your parents?
TM: I know Mama was 84 when she died. My daddy was ...
RW-N: In what year?
TM: Mama died in 1972 and, I wish Marian were here. She can remember all of this stuff But

anyway, she, I, I'll try to find out that for you. [overlapping voices, inaudible]
AB: But you were telling us about your father coming to Glen Ferris.
TM: He came to Glen Ferris. They were, they were gonna open this school and uh, they asked --

Mr. Strayter said, "Take the exam. I believe you can pass it." So he took the examination and he
passed it. He only had finished high school, now. And they gave him the job with the
understanding that he would go to West Virginia Collegiate Institute and get a normal. So he
8

took this cl--, this uh, this school and taught for 5 years before som -- uh Mr. Fairfax who lived
in Charleston said, "Arthur, the post office is opening up to blacks." They had not had a black in
the post office at that time. And he said, "I've got 5 or 6 men who will take the exam. And if you
come to Charleston you can get more." Now he was only making 85 dollars a month teaching
school. So he said, "Come to Charleston and they'll give you 125 dollars a month as a beginner."
And so he did . He came and he took the exam and he passed it and he moved his family. Now at
that time, Marian was born, Marian was about 4 years old and I was about 5.

RW-N: Now Marian is your sister?
TM: Marian, my sister. Uh-huh. And we came to Charleston. Now when we came to
Charleston -- when Papa came to Charleston, he came here and went back and forth for about 2
st

years before he came. He went to 1 Baptist Church. And Mordecai Johnson was the minister
then. And Mordecai Johnson lived right up here on South Hills where Miss Fanny Cobb Carter
lived. Cause Miss Fanny had moved to Huntington. And he lived in Miss Fanny Cobb Carter's
house. And Dr. Johnson said to Papa, "Find you a house on South Hills, that is a place. It's
growing and you will like it." So Mr. Brown, A.H. Brown, was a realtor, and he found my father
a lot over on Bridge Road. And he said, "Arthur, I'll put you up a house on it and when you
come down, you'll move into a new house." Well, since that time no one has lived in that house
but one of the relatives. And, and now Kojo, Marian's son (AB : Mmm -hmm) is living in it. But,
uh, uh, uh, Papa loved teaching school. [Phone rings - tape stopped](~ p,q~

trr faM 1e ~bb Cc,.,-f€,-]
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AB: So you were telling us about the house that, uh, Mr. Brown built for your family . (TM: Yes,
yes) And, that, that's on Bridge Road .

TM: That's over here on Bridge -- 1041 Bridge Road . And that was, um, I was about, I was 5
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and Marian was 4. And when we came, uh, Miss Fanny Cobb Carter said, "There needs to be a
school on South Hills." We had about 6 black families here. And there were, oh, 10 or 12
children. And Miss Fanny was responsible for us getting a small school. There was a man, and I
do not know his name, had a small, had a space over on South Hills off of Oakmont Road. And

-

he said, "I will give you this land, but( will let you ~this land. The minute they do not have a
school for black children, I will take it back." And that was an understanding. So, uh, we went
over there to that, a little school until we were in the 5th grade.
AB: How many of you were in the school?
TM: About 12, not more than 12. But, uh -- when I, when we went, when we went, when I went

downtown to school, see, what -- finally when you got to be in the 6 th, in the 5th grade, uh, they
had, they pad hired Miss Eva Parker, you know, Virginia, Virginia Parker. Uh, I'll try to get you
to know who they -- the family was, but Eva has been dead a long time; she was the 1st teacher.
And uh, Miss Fanny Cobb Carter was not a teacher, but she visited often. She did a lot, oh, she
did much of the ground work for it. And uh, so at, at the end of the 4 th gra -- 5th grade, they sent
th

us to town. That's a picture of our 5 grade class. And this is Mrs. Mary Gardner, that was the
wife of Dr. Johnson's -- sister of Dr. Johnson's wife.
AB: Mary ... (TM: Mary) and her last name, Garner.
TM: What was Miss, Miss Gardner.
AB: Gardner, G-a-r-d-n-e-r. (TM: Uh huh) And now this picture I'm looking at is of a group of,

uh, girls and boys and uh, sitting in front of a building, and where (TM : That's Garnet.) was.
AB: This is -- sitting (TM: That's the Garnet building.)

AB: They're sitting in front of the Garnet building. This is the old Garnet before the new building

was built.
TM: The old Garnet, old Gamet on Jacob Street.
AB: About what year do you think this was?

TM: Well, I was, I was about 10 there.
AB: Now show me where you are on here.

TM: Here.
AB : Oh. Okay, here she is on the front row.

TM: Out of all those pictures I can only account for 3 that are living. Now some may live -- be

living, but I can only account for 3.
AB: Now, is it my understanding that there, here on South Hills, the school had how many

students?
TM: Between 12 and 13, not more than 13 .
th

AB : Between 12 and 13, and then when you reached, uh, the 6 grade ...
th

TM : No, when we reached the 5 grade.
th

AB: 5 grade, then you had to transfer downtown. (TM: Transfer downtown.) How long did

that school last up here?
TM : Oh, I know it lasted at least 10, 15 years.
AB: Uh, with this picture, and this is a rather large class, this was the 6th grade class at the old

Garnet.
th

TM : That was the 5 grade.
th

th

AB: 5 grade. I keep saying -- 5 grade and this was on Jacob Street.
TM: Yes. That's right in front of the old Garnet. Remember the, the uh, junior high school for
11

many years was right next door, Boyd.
AB: That's Boyd, right.
TM : Uh-huh. So that was Gamet.
AB : Mmm-hmm. Uh, so by this time, all, all 4 of you were born and, uh, your 2 brothers . ..

TM: See the 2 brothers were born in Charleston (AB: Mmm-hmm) and, and the girls were born --

and my father used to say to my mother it was the water in West Virginia that brought him the
boys [chuckles] -- in Charleston -- had brought him the boys. Cause he was just insistent; Mama
thought 2 girls would be enough and he just insisted on trying it, for the boy. And when he got
the boy, Mama says, "Now I'm through." But Richard comes along 9 years later by accident
[chuckles] and we dearly love him. It was, it was certainly God sent.
AB : So Wwe could go back for a moment and talk again about, uh, your father's school in Glen

Ferris. Uh, course you were too small to know much about that school, I guess.
TM: My father, my father took Marian and me to school with him. Marian was 4 at the time and

I was 5 when he took us. And we got early start, real, very early start. But we were just, well we
really just had a good time, that's all, you know. They all took care of us cause they had ages up
to 18 there. You know, they had the older boys who had not been able to go to school went to
him. And uh, .. .
RW-N: Where was that located?
TM: That was in Glen Ferris.
RW-N: Now do you know where the . .
TM : Now that's between Gauley Bridge and Charleston . Remember, uh, Gauley Bridge is just a

little bit above there. And uh .
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RW-N: Well, let me ask you more specifically, um, I do know the area in general. (TM: Mmm-

hmm) In fact, I used to live up there. (TM: Mmm hmm) Um, where the Inn is today, the Glen
Ferris Inn . . . ?
TM: Yes, that was right (RW-N: Is it right ... ?) below, right. . . The school is above there, but

between that, uh, going up the river.
AB: It was going closer to Gauley Bridge?
TM: Cause they had a church there, a black church and, and the school was there.
AB: And they were right on the road.
TM: Right on the road.
RW-N : Everything is on the road there. Is anything left of those buildings?
TM: No,,no . They're all gone, really.
AB : I'll tell you about that later on. Let me tum this off [tape stopped]
TM: The river ran up to our porch. The porch was up on, -- our house was kind ofup on stilts,

you know, on account of the river. And we used to sit there and Mama would say, "Don't, don't
go to the edge of the porch." And we'd sit on the porch and we'd put our feet in the [inaudible].
AB: This is at Glen Ferris?
TM: Yeah.
RW-N: Now your father worked at the hydroelectric plant there?
TM : That plant.
RW-N: Was that where he worked?
TM: I think, I thought they made steel in that place.
RW-N Maybe so because . ..
13

TM : Cause I can remember the big vats were just red with -- you know, from heat. And Papa got

a spark in his eye, the reason why he left that plant.
RW-N: I don't think the hydroelectric plant was even there perhaps.
TM: Maybe not.
RW-N : At any rate, go on.
TM: But, uh, so ...
RW-N: So that was a one room schoolhouse?
TM: Oh, yes.
RW-N: Do you remember how many children were in that?
st

TM : I would, I would say 10, 15, not more than that because they had a 1 grade and then they
.

ili

skippeq and you know, and uh, they had them all the way through the 6 grade.
RW-N: And they were very local black families .. .
TM: Yes, (RW-N: .. . that these children were from?) and, and some of them were as, as old as
14 or 15, you know, cause they had not had any schooling.

AB: Did you have books?
TM: Yeah, Papa had books and he was uh then he was traveling around picking up books and

things from anybody he could get, you know. But uh, he had all the things necessary for his
teaching. He was, he was my daddy but he was pretty good at what he did. I, I was trying to tell
you ...

AB: Well, you came -- you were telling us about then the school here on South Hills and M'leH you
transferred down to Garnet, and you went to Garnet till you graduated.
TM : Yeah, till, now, now what I love is the fact that we were the 1st class to finish from the new
14

Garnet. We, we, our class graduated in the middle of the year. And uh, we, uh, we -- they turned
that into the Boyd Junior High School. And then all the junior high school children went to
Gamet. Well, then I can remember now, Miss Maude Wanzer Layne standing up in the window
up at the old Garnet and when you came to school, you came straight into school. You did not
loll around cause she would stand right there with her arms crossed. Did you know Miss Layne?
AB: I know of her.

TM: Oh, she was a tyrant. But she was excellent in the field of music. But she, she helped to
keep us straight. But uh, we went to Garnet. My first, only, I only had one semester and then we
finished in the middle of the year. Uh, I, I really think that we, we had a rich background in
schooling. We did. Although we had just a one room school up here, I think Miss Eva Parker
gave us a good foundation cause when we went downtown we had no problems.
AB: What was your social life like living up here? Uh, what did you do for fun?

TM: Oh, oh, we had, we had -- the Hales, you know, they lived right up here and a family named
Clarkston lives over here and then a, a family named Trents. We had, we played ball, we played,
we played, and if it's a rainy day we played checkers and, oh, we had a good time. We didn't
want for anything. Anybody that -- if you were near my house for lunch, you got what we had. If
we were at your house for lunch, and, and the parents would just -- See, my mother was at home
with her children, Miss Ly -- Lyde Hale was at her home and Miss Clarkston. So the mothers
were at home then. They weren't working at all. And so we were well taken care of And we
had a, had a fine time. We had fights and we had spats, but we were all very close.
AB: Did you have any relationship with the white community at that time?

TM: None, none .
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RW-N: How large was the black community here at that time?

TM: At this, on South Hills? It, it was about 5 families. And that was it.
RW-N: 5 black families?

TM: Bout 5 black families. Yeah, the family named Gough, they left and went with the .. .
AB: Is that G-o-f-f?

TM: Yeah, no, G-o-u-h -- g-h.
AB: G-o-u-g-h.

TM: Uh-huh. Mr. Gough left here with Mordecai Johnson and went to Howard to help with the

maintenance department. Uh, he had one son, Sam. Sam Gough. And Miss Clarkston lived next
door. She had 2 children, Nannette and William. And then Tad Hale, they still, they, uh, don't
have that house any more up there; there's apartment where they were, and they had 8 children.
Uh, when my daddy died, uh, Mr. Hale went up to my mother and said to her, "Now Mat, let's
put these families together and you stay home and take care of the children and I'll work." He
was working at, and he had a very good job. And my mother said, "Tad, your children would eat
mine alive." (chuckles] He had 8 and she had 4. Said, "What in the world would we do with all
those children? No, no, no, sir; you go over there and get Mamie, Mamie Hale." She was married
and her husband died and she had no children. And he did . [chuckles] He married her. And it, it
turned out just fine .
AB: How old were you all when your father died?

TM: I was about 14 cause I was in high school when, when, when Papa died. And Mama never

married. And, and you can see she was a good looking woman. She could've married many
times, but she was devoted to her 4 children.
16

AB: Well, how did you all manage after your father died?

TM : Mama worked in, worked in families . She worked, she took in washing and, and uh, she
would go out babysitting. She had never, she never got one job where she had to report. She
was always home to get us out. And then she would .. . now with Richard, Richard was just 4
months old, the youngest one. And she'd put him in a little basket and carry her, carry him
wherever she worked, And he was a very good baby.
RW-N : And she did not do this kind of work before your father died?
TM: No, she worked at home. She's ...
RW-N: So her life changed o...

~reo.t d~
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TM: Changed completely, completely.
AB: Did

1/0U

all work as well?

TM: Oh, yeah. Now Marian, Marian worked, uh, more than I did because I'm getting ahe --,
really ahead of the story. Um, when I went to State College, we, we -- and Marian finished in
June and I finished in February. And we both went to State at the same time.
AB: You ' re saying finished, you graduated from Gamet. . .

TM: Graduated from Garnet (AB : Mmm-hmm) and we went to State at the same time. Well,
Mama said, brought us in one day and said, "I can't keep both of you in school with this little
money I'm making." Then it only cost us 25 dollars a month to stay at State College. But Mama
couldn't afford 50 dollars a month. So she said, "One of you will have to come out" And I
jumped up and said, "Mama, I'm the oldest and I graduated first and I think I ought to be the one
to go." And Marian was just as lovely, she says, "Mama, I agree. I don't mind . I'll, I'll stay out
until Mar -- Thelma finishes ." So she did and she said, and she took little jobs. Now Mama said,
17

"Now this is the understanding -- you will put every penny you make in the bank to go back to
school." And she trained her, when she got her pay -- it was usually 7 or 8 dollars a week -- and
she would say, "Put 5 of it in the bank and you can spend the 2 or you can spend the 3." And
that's what Marian did for 3 years. I finished State in 3 years and 3 summers. I went summer and
winter because I felt like I ought to get out of the way so she could go . So consequently I
finished State when I was 20, but I, I went summer and winter in order that I could ...

AB : And you didn't work while you were in school?
TM: Oh, I worked on campus, yes. Mannington Jack Snyder, -- his sons are, are attorneys here
now, uh, called up President Davis and said, "I have a girl there, her mother works for me. I want
you to find her a job." So President Davis says, "I will." And all I had to do every morning was
to go up to the main building and dust his conference room. That's all I had to do. And I got
whole board for it. And I did that. He only -- he called me in one day and said, "You did not
dust today. And if you miss again, you won't have a job." I never missed; I never missed after
that. And that's what I did the whole time I was at State -- get up in the morning at 7 o'clock and
go up and dust his conference room. And that. . .

AB: So you lived on the campus then? (TM: Oh, yes)You didn't live at home?
TM: Oh, yes. Cause then, when we went to State, when I first -- time at State I went down on the
trolley car on this side, got in a little skiff and crossed the river and went to the college. (AB:
Mmm-hmm) They didn't have any, any way to get there . That ' s the only way I could get there.

AB: What year was that? Do you remember?
TM: Mmm, what [inaudible] when I entered State, it must have been 19 and 24, must have been
around that time because, um, I only went, as I told you, 3 years, summer and winter, in order to
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get out of the way of Marian, and to, to let Marian go. But uh, I was -- I remember when we
were crossing that river on the stormy days it was really something. But I only, I only had to do it
once a week because I stayed on campus, but when I, and then would go back and forth.
AB: So you would come home (TM: On a weekend.) on Friday night or Saturday?

TM: Saturday -- according to what I had to do, you know. Cause I got involved in, in clubs and

sorority and whatnot; it was according to what was going on, on the campus. But uh, I came
home as often as I could.
RW-N: How did you get up here on this hill and downtown?
TM: Walked. When we -- when the schools -- Miss Eva Parker said to -- up -- going to school --

at first it was 1 through 6th and she said, "I can't take care of these older children. As they get
st

olde~, they ought to go downtown." So we went downtown. Our only means was to walk. We
didn't have any bus then. The buses came later. But then we walked, and I, I say our longevity is
due to the fact that we had all that early exercise.
RW-N: That was quite a walk uphill into the Bridge Road area.
TM: Oh, yeah . And then to, when you got on that level, you had to go uptown 6 or 7 blocks to

get to school.
AB: So you walked down to school every morning and back home (TM: Back home.) every

afternoon? (TM: Yes.) Uh, what did you do for lunch?
TM: We carried our lunch. My mother packed it. Uh, um, later on, uh, we had a lady who

would come to school and prepare the lunches for those who could pay for it. But we couldn't
pay for it. We had to carry our lunch. That was much.
RW-N : I know we've gone back again to those earlier days, do you recall at that time, um, where
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the white children were going to school? Were they going down into town?
TM: No, no, no, there was a white school was right over here -- just a, they've just, uh, torn that

down in the last 1O years I guess. They had a school right where they -- we passed it, saw the
children go1l'I' to school every day there. And right, right up on, right -- just, just half, less than
half a block down here.
AB: What was it that made you decide to go to college?

TM: Oh, my daddy, honey ... (chuckles] He was, he was adamant about us going tor-

When

he died, on his deathbed he said to my mother, "Mattie, whatever you do, see to it that these
children get an education." There were 4 of us, and Dick was just 4 months old. "Whatever you
do, whatever means you have." And he was a, had saved up quite a bit in the post office for
Mama. And he said, "If you don't have to touch that money, leave it for the children's education.
I want all these children to go to college. I want every last one of them, all 4 of them."
Consequently we have a family now that out of all the children I think we've, all of Mama's
children and -- [Looks through family picture book.] Here, here's a good picture of, of the family .
AB: We're looking at the family yearbook.
TM : That's the family there, and these are the children. Now every child on there has a degree.

Some are doctors, some are lawyers, some are teachers, but every, every one of those
grandchildren, every one of us, everybody on that page has a degree.
AB: So these are pictures of your brothers' and sister's children?
TM: Yes.
AB: And all of them, all 4 of you, uh, finished college and all of your children have finished

college.
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TM: That's right, that's right, all 4 of us finished. My, my husband finished State College so

we're all State College graduates, all 4 of us. (AB: Mmm-hmm) But the children, they, they've,

[_+o WV 51u.te Co ileye,J
they went everywhere, they didn't g1. But anyway, they all finished college, every one of them,
all the children.
RW-N: How much education did your mother have?
TM: About 6th grade.
RW-N : Did she feel the same way as your father about education?
TM: Papa took the lead in everything. Mama was one of these, uh, wives who believed in what

her father -- what her husband said was law. She didn't argue at all . Whatever Papa said -- cause
he was the one with the brain, you know. She realized that she didn't have what he had and
whatever he said, that was it. Mama did whatever and she seemed very happy with it. I mean,
she wasn't, you know, sometimes you got un -- unhappy with the situation, but she was just very
happy with it.

---------

RW-N : So do you believe then that she was interested in all of you going to college (TM: Oh,

definitely) because of what your father said more than her own beliefs?
TM: Oh, I think it was,.,I think she had the belief. [inaudible] She wanted it. She, she admired

the fact that my father had books and read and he sold Paul Lawrence Dunbar books as a side
way of making money. And she just admired the fact that he knew what to do and where to do it
and whatnot and she just followed right along, and seemed very, very happy.
RW-N : And everything your father did, he did, the basis of that was an 8th grade education? (TM :

No.) No, I' m sorry, a high school education.
TM : High school, high school. He finished high school in Danville. But when he came here to,
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to Institute, then he went to the college at Insti -- at Institute and got his nonnal, 2 years, you
know, that was 2 years nonnal. (RW-N: Yes) And then, then he, he taught that, but -- but he
found out that the post office paid more. And he had to, had to take care of this family .

AB : Uh, what was your home life like in terms of discipline, chores around the house? Did you
all have to do things like that?

TM : Oh, we had to ... Oh, yes, everybody had his, had his job. And uh, we used to fight over
certain jobs. Mama would go away and leave the family laundry for us to do . And Marian, and -we would have to do that. They boys were smaller. They didn't do too much. But Marian was a
bookworm. She'd get her a book and sit on the front porch and read until almost time for Mama
to come home, and then she'd jump up and go in the house and try to get her chores finished. But
uh, we ~ad many a fight over washing, ironing, and whatnot because she was busy reading her
books and I had -- I was the oldest and I thought I was supposed to take charge. So we -- I
was . .. [chuckles] they used to say I was really a, a driver. I just. ..

AB : Was church an important part of your lives growing up?
TM: Oh, heavens yes. My daddy took -- he had Sunday school over here at, at the, at the school
until -- and he marched all of us, all the children over 10 down to 1st Baptist on one of the Easter
-- of at, uh ... Easter -- they had baptism before Easter. And about -- all -- 8 or 10 of us and he
marched us all down and, and had us to join church and Reverend Mordecai Johnson baptized us .
AB: So you all were walking again. (TM: Walking again .) But the Sunday school was held in

your school here (TM: In the school here . . .) on, as long -- at S_outh Hills.

TM : Mi ss Fanny Cobb Carter and Papa had this school. And then divided the children according
to age. Papa took the older ones and she took the younger ones. And we had Sunday school
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there every Sunday morning and then at 10:30, we would get out and march to church. And he
took all ofus to church. Now some of the boys slipped off and didn't, didn't go . But most ofus
went to church.

RW-N: Now what happened in the winter and on rainy days and .. . ?
TM: I can't remember anything making a difference. I just don't remember any days we stayed
out because of weather. Remember that's a long time ago.
AB : Did you all, were your parents strict with you?

TM: Papa was. He was very, very strict. He would say, [chuckles] "You're not gonna go out
here bush-hunting after dark. No way." See, all of us played together and there were a lot of
boys. (AB: Mmm-hmm) And we were at an age where you can get into a lot of trouble. And,
honey, when the sun goes down you'd better be in that house or he'd be out there looking for
you.
AB : Did he spank?

TM: Ooh, yes. We had spankings. It wasn't, it wasn't that often because his hand was so heavy.
We, we moved when he said, so we didn't get it. But we got it.

RW-N : So he was the disciplinarian of the house?
TM: Oh, definitely, definitely.
AB : What about your mother?

TM : Mama would let Papa take the care of that. And after he died, she had to take over. She
was a little bit weaker on it. [chuckles]

RW-N: I'm very interested in that because you, you described that your father was really the
dominant one in the family. (TM : Yes, definitely .) Um, and you were 14 when he died? (TM
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Yes, mmm hmm) Tell me, um, how do you think your mother made that transition because now,
did it all fall to her? (TM: Yes) How do you (TM: She was .. .) think she managed that?

TM: ... strong. She had watched; she had watched Papa do that and she was very, very strong,
and then we were obedient children. We -- Papa had taught us that. Mama didn't have a great
deal of trouble with discipline. She had a little bit more trouble with the boys when they came
along. She had, she would, she would cry on them when they'd, when they'd come in after hours
and whatnot. She'd cry and they'd say, "Mama, don't cry. If you just don't cry we won't do it
any more." But she never, I never saw her whip any, anybody. I never, I don't remember
Mama .. .
AB: Did she use other punishment, I mean, did you have to stay in or, or anything like that?

TM: <;)h, yes, that, that was a -- I mean, uh, there was -- when I got older and there were social
affairs in high school. Uh, when she took away my privilege to go to some party or something, I
behaved -- now, I didn't, I was very good because I didn't want to miss anything. But she did
very little spanking, but she was a disciplinarian. We, we, we all admired her and we didn't do
anything to, to displease her if we could help it.
AB: What was Christmas like at your house?

TM: Oh, Christmas at our house ... my daddy was just a marvelous person. He would get every
one of us some small trinket from him and from her, separate gifts; you get 2 gifts. And every
Christmas morning, uh, we could not go in to see the Christmas tree . He didn't decorate the
Christmas tree until we had gone to bed. And he, he could dress it. It was just beautiful. When
we went to bed, uh, he would dress this tree. When we would come down and we' d see all this
beautiful Christmas tree and all these things under the tree. And the boys had toys that were not
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wrapped, you know; they had wagons and small things around the tree. But, but Marian had a
little package and I had a little package and then he would give us a locket or a book or
something. Not much, but to us it was a lot.

RW-N: Did you believe in Santa Claus?
TM: Oh, definitely.
RW-N: So did Santa Claus bring these gifts?
TM: Yes, yes, oh, definitely. (chuckles] We believed in that until when we got to school and the
children would start telling, "You still believe in that stuff?" [laughter]
AB : So, uh, so you would have a good holiday and was church a part of that too?

TM: Oh, definitely. You had -- listen, not only that, you had -- you could not have your break -you could not see, open your packages and whatnot until you had your breakfast and then you'd
open your packages and you'd dress and go to church. And you, we walked to church. We all
walked to church. Papa died of pneumonia because he was exposed to so much, he walked so
much and it. ..
END OF TAPE 1 - SIDE 1
BEGINNING OF TAPE 1 - SIDE 2

TM: ... very, he didn't miss a meeting. And he, he was, and, and then they had a little
association at the post office of the 5 black carriers. Jackson, Seacy, uh Fairfax, and Papa - there
were 4. And they would .

AB: When you say Seacy, who is that?
TM : He was, he was a man, I don't know whether you remember. He had one daughter and I

can' t think of her name right now.
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AB : How did you spell his names?

TM: S-e-a-c-y. (AB : S-e-a-c-y) Uh-huh. And then they are -- they had a little thing going before

them. They stuck together, you know. They, they did a lot together. They both -- all belonged
to the same church, all of them.
AB: To 1st Baptist? (TM: Mmm-hmm) Do you remember any racial incidents, uh, that your

father might have encountered or you all might have encountered during that time?
TM: No, I don't, I really don't. I, I don't. If, if, if Papa had any problems, he never brought the

problems home so we could hear it. He -- maybe Mama would. But we never heard of any.
AB : And, and you had, as far as you know, no problems with your white neighbors here on South

Hills?
TM: No, because, as Papa said, "Stay in your yard and you won't have any problems." And we

did. We did not bother. .. The boys may have. I, I remember the Hales were fighters. They
were always into something. They, they, they wouldn't take a thing. And uh -- but uh, we never
did . Papa kept us..!.'This is your home." And ·

he showed

U.S

the perimeter of the lot

and whatnot. "And this is where you stay and you won't have any problems." So we st -- that's
where we stayed.
RW-N: Now where is this home?
TM: Right down Bridge Road, 1041 Bridge Road, Bridge Road. Mr. Brown built that house

before we came to Charleston. When we came to Charleston and Mama walked in, she was just
amazed at the house, and then she turned around and said, "Arthur, where are the closets?" He
said, "The what?" She said, "The closets, where you hang your clothes." He said, "Mattie, we
always would hang our clothes on the back of the door. We never had a closet." And she, she
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was (RW-N: Now .. . ) so disappointed .
RW-N : When was this approximately?
TM: Let me see, I was 14.
RW-N: When, when you had the new home?
TM : No, no, no. When we moved to Charleston, I was 5. (RW-N: Yes) So that was in 19 and ...
AB: About 1917?

TM: Something like that, uh-huh. So ...
RW-N: How -- and that home

\Jf\.cU1~ , .. 4 or 5 rooms?

TM: Oh, no . It had, it was 2 stories. (RW-N: 2 stories.) 2 stories, and there was an upstairs
porch and a downstairs porch. And it was 2 stories and uh, recently they had planned for the
upst~irs to be the living room, but you ' re supposed to be low enough to go up some stairs to this,
but it was too high. So we had to have 2 floors and uh, that, that was the height, and then had

-Mr. Norman to come in and remodel the house. And he, he put closets where he could, which
was very few, but uh, we, we, nobody's lived in that house but a White or [inaudible]. And that's
-- my family's name was White. And then nobody lived in that house till today that was not a
descendent of Papa's.
AB: So all of you grew up (TM: Yeah) in that house?

TM: Uh-huh .
RW-N : And does that house, house have amenities? I'm comparing some of these stories with

other women (TM: Mmm-hmm) who we ' ve talked with. Did that house have electricity and
running water and indoor plumbing?
TM : Oh, definit -- definitely . It had all of that when we moved in it, all of it. It was something
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that many a people didn't have at that time. But uh, Mr. Brown saw to it that we had all of that.
AB : Uh, let's go back to West Virginia State College, what did you major in?

TM: I majored in elementary education.
AB : And you were there 3 years and 3 summers. (TM: Mmm-hmm) You graduated in the

summer or. ..

TM: No, no, I graduated in, (AB : In May?) in May.
AB : What year was that?

TM: 19 and 24? I'm not sure. I don't know. (AB : Okay)
RW-N: And you had a bachelor (TM: Bachelor) of arts?
AB: Science.

TM: Bachelor, not science . ..
AB: Bachelor of arts in education.

TM: Bachelor of arts (RW-N : In elementary education?) in elementary, mmm-hmm.
AB: And Marian then, when you graduated, (TM: Marian went.) began.

TM: Now she stayed 4 years. And she had high school. She was a high school teacher. You
know, she taught at Dunbar till she left, till she retired . And uh she was a, and she worked in the
library when she was there. She didn't, didn't have any problems at all .
AB: And when you, when you left West Virginia State, what did you do? When you graduated?

TM: When I graduated from West Virginia State College, a man named Snyder, Jack Snyder was
Mama's, one ofM ama's, uh, employers and he said, "Mattie, I will get Thelma a job, but it may
not be what she wants, but I can get her a job. There's an opening up at Chesapeake, a one room
school." And uh , said, "If she would just go there and teach unt il an opening." Cause then the
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schools were segregated and it was difficult for a black to get into the system. Because when you
got out of college there were so few places to teach. And Mama said, "Well, she'll go anywhere
you say." So he called me in and he explained it to me. That "This is a one room school and you
go up there and do the very best you can do and the first opening I will see to it that you get to
come to Charleston." Well, I went up there on the trolley. The train that went up there
st

[inaudible]. Uh, and t_he little school out -- was out in the field at, at Chesapeake. And I had 1
st

th

th

through the 6 grade. There were 18 children and I taught 1 through the 6 grade. Well, I was
just 20 and I was really just, it was just a toy, just a plaything for me. Now we just had a good
time. We weren't learning that much, but we played games and we had a good time for .. .
[chuckles] So one night, oh, about the middle of this year, Mr. Snyder called Mama up and said,
"Mattie, guess what. Helen Jones ... " Remember old -- you don't remember old Dr. Jones.
Helen Jones was teaching at Boyd and she was a papa's child and she didn't have to teach; she
got a grant or something to study in Europe. She was going to France. And she resigned and left
th

the 5 grade open at Boyd. And he called up and said, "Monday morning, don't bother about
going up there to get anything, we'll clean up behind you. But Monday morning, you go down to
th

Boyd and then you will teach the 5 grade." And so I only taught half a semester up at
Chesapeake.

RW-N : Now who is this man who arranged this?
TM: It was, it was Jack Snyder. He was on the board of education. And he was a lawyer and
Mama worked for him. H e had 2 boys.

\.Vtl?
RW-N: / he a white man?
TM: Oh, yes . Oh, yeah. Um, he had 2 white boys, 2 boys. And uh, Jack and uh, his brother, I
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can't think of his name right now, but he was a lawyer, too . But Mr. Snyder got me this job at
Boyd. And I went up there and taught there until the schools were integrated.
th

th

AB: So you taught, continued to teach 5 grade? (TM: Yes, 5 grade.) And so you taught there

and the schools were integrated about when, in the ' 50's, late '50's?
TM: Yes, late, late ' 50's, yeah. I'm trying to think of what year was it that I went .. . You know

that at my age, I can't remember [overlapping voices, inaudible words] [chuckles]
..
AB: That's alright, you're doing fine . So now, let's go -- Marian is in college. Were you helping

her go to school?
TM: Oh, definitely. That was the plan. The plan was -- Mama had -- was smart enough to lay

this out. Everybody will help the next child. I was to help Marian. And Marian was to help John.
.

.

And John was to help Richard. But when

I

tt got to Richard, he joined the R.O.T.C.

and John

didn't have any job. [chuckles] But we did, we all helped each other. (AB : Mmm-hmm) You'd,
you would, we would bring our money in and talk it over with Mama and decide how much
would go for this and how much would go for that. And it was just, we didn 't have any choice in
the matter. We, we were in her house, our house, but she ' s, she was managing it. "This is my
house and you do as I say." [chuckles] So we had a very good relationship and nobody failed on
his job. We, we had, I saw Marian through. Marian saw John through and John got off scott-free
cause Dick went to R. 0 .T. C. [laughter]
AB: Now when did you marry?
TM: l married, uh, well, I was married before. I marri ed a fellow before that that taught school

down at Saint Albans and that didn ' t last very long. I don' t even like to call hi s name .
RW-N How old were you when you married the first time?
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TM: I was about 22 .
RW-N: And teaching?
TM: I was teaching, uh-huh. See, there was no, no marriage before that. But that didn't last but

about 2 years, and then I married Frank and I was about 24 when I married Frank. And we had
one daughter, and that was it. ·
AB: And where did you meet Frank?
TM: I had a very good friend, Mr. Sebastian Owens was a good friend of mine all through

college. People thought we were more than just friends, but we were just good friends. And uh
Sebastian and Frank lived together up, uh -- in town; they had an apartment in town. And he said,
"I, I got a fellow that l would like for you to meet. I think you would make a good couple." And
he introduped me to Frank. And we were married in less than a year after that. (AB : Mmm-

hrnm) And Frank was from Huntington, you know. He came and he and Sebastian were good
friends [inaudible].
AB: Your mother was living at that time?
TM: Yes, Mama was living. Mama lived until she was 82. (AB: Mmm-hrnm) Papa died when he

was just 40, or 40 -- it was between 40 and 40 some.
AB : And your mother stayed on in your homeplace?

TM : Oh, yes. She stayed.
AB: Did she live alone throughout her whole life after you all left?
TM : Whole life, whole life. She had, I tell you, it was Tad -- when Mr. Gough tried to talk her

into marrying him and she says, "My life is, I -- full. I feel like, I have to carry out Arthur' s
bidding and in no way I could marry now ." And she gave her whole life to her children.
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RW-N : Now when you married the 1st time, did you move out?
TM: Yes, I moved out and lived down on, on, uh, Shrewsbury Street next to Simpson Church.
We own that little house.

RW-N: In Charleston?
TM: Mmm-hmm. But that didn't last very long. He was (AB: Mmm-hmm) cruel.
RW-N : And in between, did you go home again?
TM: Yes, I went back home. I remember when I called Mama -- Mama never approved ofit
anyway. I called Mama just in tears, said, "Come down and help me." And she came down and
helped me to pack up and uh, I came home. So that's where I ...

RW-N : And then you, when you remarried, you moved into another home?
TM: Yes, we had, we moved up on, uh, Rugby Street. We bought a little house up on Rugby
Street and we lived there until our daughter was about 3 or 4 . And then we built, built this house.
Frank was an industrial arts major and so was John. So the 2 of them planned the house and built
the house.
AB: When, uh, Boyd closed, where did you, what did you do then?

TM: Went down to, uh, St. Albans, a little ... a school down there, uh, not quite in St. Albans.
Charles Preston was the principal. And I, I taught there until schools were integrated. And I
remember so well, Charles brought me in his office and said, "Thelma, they're asking us to send
them resumes of the teachers and what they could ... Would you like to go?" I said, "Oh, no,
Charles. No sir, no sir" I'm going, I was going to Huntington working on a master's. And I
said, "No, I' m too busy. I'm going to Huntington and working on a master's. Please don't,
please don ' t send me out, out anywhere." And he promised me he wouldn 't. And, lo and behold ,
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the first letter that they got at this school, St. Albans school, it was my name on there. [chuckles]
Thelma McDaniel would go to Grandview. Oh, I was so upset; I didn't know what to do . I said,
"Charles, you promised me you'd wait until I got my master's." He said, "I couldn't, I couldn't
help it. They told us, I sent a resume of all the teachers and they selected you. So you're the one.
You've got to go ." [chuckles]
AB: Now let me see ifl understand. Boyd was an all black school? (TM: Yes) And Boyd uh
st

went uh from the 1 grade through 7?
.
ili
TM: Now first -- Boyd went -- we had Boyd Elementary, it went through 6 grade. (AB : Mmmhmm) Then they had Boyd Junior High School that went through the 9ili grade. And then the
high school was right on, on the same land, (AB : Mmm-hmm) you know. Then you went from 9
through ~O, and, and the .. . Gamet High School.
AB: So you were in Boyd Elementary? (TM: Yes) 5ili grade? (TM: Mmm-hmm) And then, this is

an all black school. That school closes due to integration and you are transferred down to St.
Albans to another all black school?
TM: No, no . It was integrated.
AB: It was an integrated school. (TM: Uh-huh) Uh, Charles Preston was ...
TM: No, no, no . I beg your pardon, it was a black school.
AB: It was an all black school.

TM: An all black school.
AB: And Charles Preston was the principal (TM : ... the principal .. .) of this all black school?

(TM : Yes. Yes.) And then, uh, so they were integrating more slowly down there than Charleston
had? (TM: Yes, yes) So then, uh, you were, as I understand it, they began to move the teachers
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out of that school into an integrated situation (TM: That's right.) and you were one of the first to
go.
TM : I was one of the 1st to go and I went to Grandview. And I was the only black schoolteacher

there. And the principal was very much against it. He was just, oh, he was very upset. I don't
know why they didn't prepare him for it, but he was very upset. He didn't want me.
Consequently he said, "You will, you people are good with young children, meaning black". Uh,
st

st

th

"I'll give you the 1 grade." I never taught the 1 grade. I always had 5 grade. And they gave
me, and he gave me 42 1st graders. It was a bedlam, and that's what he intended. He intended to
prove that I was not equipped to teach that, that grade or in his school. He was trying to get me
out of the school. But we, I had, he had a lady there named Alma King; she works down at
county, (AB : Mmm-hmm) and she had a little boy in there, and I said, "Miss King, I want you to
come and look at this." And I said, "I believe you can help me." She came and walked through
the door, she says, "Oh, this is terrible. All these children, 42 of them." So she went back to her
office and called up at the board of education. She had a friend up there, I don't remember. Uh,
but uh, he came down and looked at it and the very next day, he called the principal and said,
st

"Now, I'm sending you another 1 grade teacher. You divide those children in half and give her
21 and give, uh, Mrs. McDaniel the other part." So he was determined to get rid of me so he
went through all those cards and stacked them according to their ability. And he gave all of the
high rated children to the new teacher and gave me all these children that couldn't -- some of
them couldn't even hold a pencil.

RW-N: Now back up for a me if you will . Who was, uh, Mrs . King?
TM: She was a secretary at the school and uh -- the, the uh, man who was principal was named
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Summers; he's been dead a long time. But, uh .. .
RW-N: Now is Mrs., and Mrs. King was his secretary?
TM: His secretary.
RW-N: Who was a white woman?
TM: Yes.
RW-N: But she contacted the board of education.
TM: Yes, uh-huh, see it was through her--. She never told me, but the grapevine said she did.

She never did, but I always believed she did because she had a son in my room.
AB : She has later been involved in city politics. What was she, clerk or. .. ?

TM: She's county, county clerk . . . [overlapping voices - inaudible]
AB: C~mnty clerk or something. So she probably was well-connected, right? (TM: Oh, yeah)

Was well-connected.
TM: She's a very smart woman.
RW-N: When you were going through this at that time, did you then believe that he was really

trying to get rid of you?
TM: No, it wasn't, wasn't until later that I look back on it and with some input from some of the

other teachers, I got, I got the message, you know.
RW-N: Some of the white teachers (TM: Yeah) or some of the black teachers?
TM: No, no, I was the only black teacher.
RW-N: So you're talking about some of the teachers (TM : Yeah) in your school .. .
TM: That liked me, uh hum .
RW-N: .. . who said that to you?
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TM: Oh, yeah. They, they gave me the impression -- uh, I had one dear friend, but she was a
lovely person, and she, uh, she said, "Now you be careful because he is trying to get rid of you ."

RW-N: And you worked with this woman (TM: Yeah.) in that school?
TM : Yeah, right across the hall .
RW-N: Is that where you first befriended her?
TM : Uh-huh, right across, right across the hall.
RW-N : So did you get along well with the other teachers?
TM : Oh, I got along, along wonderfully well . I had no problem with the teachers.
RW-N : Did you ever feel they wanted to get rid of you?
TM: No, no . No, the teachers were just -- I couldn't have wanted a better group of teachers.
They we,re really, really nice. And he was the kind who would grin at you and make you think,
you know, but uh, the, the at -- it came out slowly what was happening.
AB : What about with the parents? How did you manage with them?

TM : It was -- at the beginning, when they found out I was black, the more affluent white people
around there, didn't seem to mind . It was the lower class of people says, "I don't want her to
teach my child. You move her out." But it so happened there wasn't anyplace to move them.
You know?

Wei I,

LOe' 11 move them where? If you wanted out, you' II have to move out of district

because that ' s it. And uh, so uh, I didn't have, I didn't lose any of those which I would have been
glad to have lost some of them. [chuckles]

RW -N: Did you have any encounters with them, with the parents?

TM: No, no I didn't.
RW-N. You never had any trouble?
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TM: I never, the whole 19 years I taught I was very fortunate

a.s

I never had any trouble

with parents.
RW-N : But you heard behind the scenes (TM: Scenes that, mm-hmm) that that was going on?
TM: Different ones. And living in the area and the, and the children -- you'd be surprised how

children can tell you tales .
AB: Did you have any problems with the students themselves?

TM: Nothing in other than discipline, you know, uh. Children who, who have their way at home

want their way with you, you know, and you, you had certain rules you had to carry out in order
to have a decent classroom. And other than somebody wanting a book that he has or wanted a
toy, play, play with the toys at the wrong time, nothing big. Nothing big, I never had, never had a
disciplin~ problem. I was just real fortunate.
st

RW-N: How long did you teach 1 grade?
TM: 19 years.
AB: So you never went back to 5th grade?
TM: No, no, no I stayed in, in Grandview the whole time and I taught that. ..
RW-N: You mean until you retired?
TM: Until I retired, mmm-hmm.

AB: What about other principals that came along?
TM: I had the - uh, we only had one other principal in that whole time. I think was just one.
AB: In the 19 years that you were there, (TM: Inaudible) there was only l other principal?

fhre~
TM: There might have bee~ but I don't remember. I, I just remember Mr. Cook was, was

outstanding, Mr. Summers, and there might have been another one, but I don't remember his
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name. He didn't make an impression on me. But uh, in the 19 years they -- Mr. Cook had had a
-- I mean Mr. Summers had infantile paralysis when he was young and he, he needed a great deal
of help around and uh, he was just very, very nice to me. He was .. .

AB: Was this Mr., Mr. Summers?
TM: Mr. Summers.

AB: Mr. Summers was the one you had difficulties with when you first went there.
TM: In the beginning, but he, he .. .

AB : But it evened out after a while?
TM: Yes sir. He came around and he was just as nice as he could be.
RW-N: Later on were there more black teachers who came into the school?
TM: Yes, we had, we had uh, uh -- let's see, we had one other teacher, Gwen. Gwen was uh -what other teacher did we have? I don't think it was just the 2 of us, I think with Gwen . . .

AB: What was Gwen's last name?
TM: I think, Gwen Lewis.

AB: Gwen Lewis.
TM: Mmm-hrnm, she married Foster, her married name was Foster, but she was Lewis at the time
and uh, we were the only 2. And she came much later. She's much younger than I. She must
have been, oh, I must have been there 9 years or longer or more.

AB: And were you able to, uh, finish your master's, uh, (TM: Yes.) during that time? You were
doing it down at Marshall?

TM : Down at Marshall, uh-huh. Juanita Nelson, remember iny ... , Juanita Nelson had to get her
master's because she was connected to the college. She was given a substit -- or the teachers'
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training course1 there and she had to get her master's. And she lived, uh, near me, and she said,
"Come on, drive with me down to Marshall so that we can get a master's." I said, "What do I
need a master's for?" Well, then master's was real big. I know, "What do I need a master's for,
Juanita?" "Oh, come on. Just go with me. You don't have to get it. Just be with me and take a
course or two ." So I went with her and uh, we had a great time. And even there was problems
with integrating. There were very, very few of us there. And there we had problems, but she . ..
AB: What kinds of problems did you have?

TM: Well, when they got ready for social things and groups, they never included us, you know,

never. There were just little things, but Juanita was so fair, the man who was head of the
department thought she was white. And uh, she got a lot ofthis stuff by the grapevine because
they tho~ght she was white.
AB: So people were more likely to talk in front of her?
TM: Yes, they were. Cause he called her in and said, "Why are so interested in that colored girl?

Why, why are you all together all the time?" [chuckles]
RW-N: Now when you say social groups, what did you mean, what do you mean by that?
TM: It, when you went to, when you went down to Marshall as a graduate student, they had little

social affairs, like luncheons and, and little meetings and whatnot. And they didn't, and if they
had a luncheon, you were not included, you know. [inaudible] We were the I si, uh, when we
graduated there were 4 blacks in the graduating class and with Juanita and I, I was one of them.
(AB: Mmm-hmm) And uh, so I went just to be a friend to Juanita, I didn ' t intend to get a
master' s, but she kept me going so long that I got so many units and whatnot. I said, "I may as
well finish. "
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RW-N : When you say that there were 4 black people in the class, you mean the entire class, the

graduate class, or your elementary master's?
TM: No, I think in the whole class.
RW-N: In the entire class.
TM: Yes, cause we were the 1st . They never had, Marshall did not have any black people on that

campus.
RW-N : Do you know what year that was?
TM: That was 1930, 1930.
RW-N : And your master's was in elementary education?
TM: Elementary education and so was hers.
RW-N : Do you know if at the time, the undergraduate school was integrated?
TM: I think so . I think so. I think they had a few because the students living in Huntington were

able to go about the same time they opened it up to graduate students.
AB : Are you sure it was 1930?
TM: I'm not sure. I'm not sure of anything [chuckles] unless I've got a document in here. I

would not be absolutely sure (AB : Mmm-hmm) because, uh, it might have been before then.
Because I went down to State in 19 and 30.
AB : Where were, you were just going to Grandview, you were going to Marshall when you went

to Grandview which would have been in the '50's.
TM: Yeah .
AB: So, after 1954. (TM: That's right, that's right.) So this is probably, when you were at

Marshall, somewhere around ' 52 (TM: That's right, you ' re right.) to '56 or something like that.
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TM: You ' re absolutely right. That's . . .
AB : And because and there would not have been undergraduate students at Marshall until after
the Brown decision .

TM: That's right.
AB: But graduate students were there earlier.

TM: Yes.
AB: So, it would have been a little bit later.

RW-N: So you were a rare bird on the campus.
TM: Yes, that's right. And the fact that, uh, Juanita just blended right into the class, I stood out
like a sore thumb . [chuckles]

RW-N :; How did you feel about that?
TM: I got so I accepted it. I didn't, I didn't pay any attention to it. I got -- Juanita was so
protective of me. She, she was just wonderful. "Now we're here for a purpose. We don't care
what they think. We wanted this little piece of paper and that's what we' re working for." Said,
"Don't let anything bother you." So she was just wonderful.

AB: When, when you were, uh, at Grandview, did you have any kind of, uh, social exchange with
the white teachers with whom you worked? I mean did you eat lunch (TM: Oh, yes ... ) with them
or . .. ?
st

TM : I had one, one lady, Miss Johnson, who was a, al grade -- after a while they got another

1s

t

grade teacher and she taught right across the hall . She was just grand to me . She was lovely. I
went to her house to several things and she came to mine. We, we were just real friends . She had
no children and uh, I didn't have one at the time, at the time . And uh, most of them were very,
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very nice, especially on the I floor where we called "primary division." That primary division
was just wonderful. I never had any problem. They were very kind to me.

AB: Were you a member of the black teachers' organization?
TM: Oh, definitely, mm-hmm.

AB: Did you go to the meetings of, of that organization?
TM: Not as well as I should have. I, I didn't do it as well as I should have. But I did, I was a
member and I paid my dues.
AB: Uh, you were a member then at the time that that organization integrated with, uh, the

WVEA?

TM: Yes.
AB : Wilten Miss Mary Williams (TM: Yes) and Miss Fairfax (TM: Mmm-hmm) were the

executive secretaries (TM: Mmm-hmm, mmrn-hmm) of the . . . Were you also a member of the
American Teachers Association, the national?

TM: Yes.
AB: Did you ever go to any of those meetings?

TM: No, I never did. No, I did not.
AB: Tell us a little bit about your daughter.
TM: Oh, my daughter is just -- she' s my whole life. Uh, Maurine was -- I tell you when she first
went to school, she went to, uh, elementary school there on Washington Street. And uh, she was
-- wasn't too happy about it. I mean something about this at first , but as she moved on up into
junior high school and high school, she had no problems at all .
AB : Now did she start school in an ititegrated school or a all black school?
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TM : Now she, let's see, Maurine is 51. This is . . . [inaudible]
AB: So she would have been, she would have been born about 19, what's that, '48 or so?

TM: Mmm-hmm.
AB: And uh, schools were integrated (TM: In '54) in '54 so she might have started in (TM: Yes)

in an all black school.
TM: Mmm-hmm, she, she probably did. But now, the only thing I remember -- when we moved

here she had to go to George Washington. And she did not want to leave, uh, the school on
Washington Street, what was that school, uh? All of, all of her mends went to -- Charleston High
School. (AB : Mmm-hmm) All her friends went to Charleston High School. And she was the only
one that had to go out here to George Washington. And then Catherine, uh, I can't think of her
last name, had 2 boys -- they were out so there were 3 of them out there. And she, I thought that
child would lose her mind; she hated it. Oh, she hated it. . . having to go out there because she
lost all her fiiends to Charleston High School. But she got through with it and Charleston -- she
was very interested in art, and in, in the art class, uh, the teacher said, "I want everybody here to
uh draw a picture that we will make into a large," uh, what do you call it? (AB : Mural?) Mural,
on the wall. "And so -- and if yours is selected, we will all help you put it up ." Hers was selected.
I've got the beginning one downstairs. And uh -- the, the lady, the student is carrying a torch,
and a big torch is in the middle of it. And they selected hers. They went out to all the places and
got the little, uh, the little pieces you put together? (AB : Ceramic tile?) Ceramic tile, tile companies gave them the tile. And they covered the whole wall and the library out at George
Washington with hers,

joined. She said, "I don ' t want anyone to touch the torch . I will put

the torch in, all of it" And she stayed out there until dark day after day after day until that mural
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was finished. And they put it up in the library. They, they don -- they gave this -- the recognition
ofthis drawing and whatnot, they never mentioned her name. And it was hers that they, they
never gave her credit for it.

AB: Is it still out there?
TM: It's still out there. She went -- she came home last Christmas. She went out there just to
see and she came horne so angry. She was almost in tears. They had used it for a bulletin board
and they had notices pasted all over this huge, beautiful thing on the back of that library wall. But
she was the one that -- they selected hers, and they never gave her any credit for it. She was just
really upset over that.

AB: Was her, her social life then continued with her friends down at Charleston High School
rather than here?

TM: Yes, and then of course, she had the protection of the 2 boys that were there. They were
very close, Catherine's 2 boys. (AB: Mmm-hmm) Uh but, but she, she never, she had many
invitations for reunions and whatnot. She said, "I don't have anybody to go to see. No way, no
way." Now she spoke here, uh, not too long ago.

AB: Yes, at the League (TM: Uh-huh. League's, uh-huh.) affair.
TM: Uh-huh.
RW-N : Can you straighten this out a little bit for me? She was, you were living downtown and
she was in school downtown and went to Washington High School?

TM: No, no (RW-N: No) When we moved here . (RW-N: When you moved up here.) When we
moved here, according to the region she was living in, she was supposed to go out there.

RW-N Out there being . . .
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TM: Out, out you know the school, George Washington. (RW-N: Right) George Washington.
And I insisted that she would go there because she lived in the district and I knew that uh that was
a new school and they had the best of everything at that time. And I wanted her to go there.

RW-N: So that was difficult for her, but she ...
TM: Very difficult. She did not want to go there at all.
RW-N: And she did graduate from there?
TM: Yes, she graduated from there. And they've had reunions and they've sent her notices here,
and she said, "Mama, don't send me any more of those. I'm not going [chuckles] I'm not gonna
go there. I have nothing to go back there for."

RW-N: Now did I understand you correctly that you referred to that -- Catherine's boys sort of
protected Mr? (TM: Yeah.) Who is this?

TM: Catherine [Coles] - Jamison was her father's name. Uh, they lived over on Loudon
Heights. And that, that area would go to George Washington. (RW-N: So they were friends.)
and the two boys ...

TM: Yeah, they were friends before. They were friends at the church and they were close friends
before, you know. And the League had what we called, Junior League, and they had parties and
whatnot and these 2 boys, they were all friends. But never anything but just friends, but they
were very supportive of her.

AB: Now when she finished George Washington, what did she do?
TM: She went to, uh, Spehnan, she went to Spehnan College and uh, she stayed there 2 years.
Now she loved Atlanta and she liked the college, but they had no art division as such. So she got

llrS1veri;ity
aU the literature from everywhere so she went to Ohio ,State" and finished. And got her degree
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there. And then went back to Spelman to teach and she's been teaching there since.
Ul'J11I
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AB: Now she stayed at Ohio State from her, uh, bachelors degree through doctorate?
TM: No, no. She got her doctorate at [Emory] ~in Atlanta. (AB: Uh-huh) And she got uh, she

was, she finished her undergraduate work at Ohio ~ - (AB: Mmm-hmm) And then she got a
job teaching at Spelman (AB: Mmm-hmm) And then when she decided to work on her ma... No,
she got her masters from, from O.U., too. Masters from O.U. Then when she went to teach at

Err.or'-/
Spelman, she decided she would work on her doctorate and that's when she went to Emerson.
AB: And does she do artwork now?
TM: All the work I have in this room, she did except the one over the mantle.
AB: I was looking at that (TM: Uh-huh, she did, did that one.) lovely picture over your couch.
TM: Uh:huh. And then we went to a trip in Africa and the lady over there on the wall was selling

flowers in the yard and she sketched the -- her picture and when she brought that picture home to
me as my Christmas gift, I couldn't let her, I tried my best not to let her see it. I was never so
disappointed in all my life because the, the color was so gorgeous and to bring it here in black and
white. (chuckles] I couldn't believe that she would make that with charcoal. [laughter] Oh, I was
just -- and I finally asked her, "Why did you do it in charcoal?" And she said, "Mama, cause I
couldn't afford the oil paints." [chuckles] It was too expensive. Charcoal didn't call for as much
money. "So I couldn't afford it." And I said, "All those gorgeous colors and you've lost all of
them." She had on a gorgeous red dress and, and she was just a beautiful lady.
RW-N: So she teaches art now(TM: Yes.) at Spelman?
TM: Yes, mmm-hmm. She teaches at Spelman, and she's head of the new museum that uh, Bill

Cosby gave the college 20 million dollars for a new mus -- art museum. And she's the director
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there.
AB: And she' s never married?

TM: No, to my sor -- I said to her ... (chuckles] [tape stopped]
AB : The house that you live in now here on Walnut Road, uh, you and your husband built (TM:

Yes) together?

TM: Uh-huh.
AB : And he was working, you all never lived in Huntington?

TM: No, no, no .
AB: You've always lived here in Charleston?

TM: He lived in Charleston up on, on Piedmont Road with a friend of his; he roomed up there.
And he w~s working in the post office here. And that's, that's when I met him through Sebastian
Owens who was a very good friend of mine.

RW-N : So this is your old childhood neighborhood?
TM: Yes.
RW-N : How many black families now live around you at this time?
TM: Oh my, I couldn't count them . Many of them live -- now. In the beginning, when we
moved up here, there were only about 6 families, and ...
AB : Did you have any trouble buying this lot or anything?

TM: I bought it undercover. (chuckles] Somebody bought it for me and paid. Cause the man
lived over there at, at the end and he owned all the way up here. And he sold it to a friend of his
and Frank got it through another friend and when they were putting this house up, he almost had
a fit to find out that he had sold the, the lot to somebody black.
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AB: So some white person was sort (TM: Yes.) of your intermediary (TM: That's right.) and

bought the lot for you. (TM: Yes .) And the previous owner did not know (TM: That's right)
that a black person owned it until he saw you building the house.
TM: That's, that's right.
RW-N: How did you know that that was going to be a problem?
TM : Well, I didn't, I didn't -- It just happened that Frank was doing all the groundwork. And

he'd brought it home to me. I didn't under -- didn't know anything about it. Cause Willard
Brown was was the, the, uh, attorney and uh, that's how he knew that it was being sold to blacks.
And he wouldn't, wouldn't work with Willard. He would not, he wouldn't say anything, he
would not work with Willard. So they had to get somebody else white in order to do the buying
on that.
AB: Hmm and how long have you lived here then?

TM: It's been 20, about 25, 26 years now.
AB : Mmm-hmm. And your husband passed away when?

TM: Frank passed away - - Oh, I could tell you that cause I've got the dates back there

Frank's been dead, Maurine was in high school. I guess Frank died in about '72, 3, something
like that.
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AB : Mmm-hmm. And you've continued to live here alone since that time?

TM: I have no desire, and Maurine's always saying, "Mama, it's time for you to move to

Atlanta." And I say, "No, it isn't." Not unless -- I don't want to live anywhere else.
AB: As you look back on your life in West Virginia, uh, how do you feel about living here uh,

growing up in West Virginia? I know you've traveled to other places. Have you ever found any
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place at all, were you ever tempted to leave?
TM : No, never, never. I've always loved to travel. I've traveled a great deal, many places. But

I've never wanted to live anywhere but West Virginia. I'm always glad to get back home. I've
never wanted to go anywhere else [inaudible]. Maurine's always telling, "Mama, it's time you
moved to Atlanta." "No, it isn't, uh-uh." Cause

we just don't see eye to eye on anything

now that she's grown. She's very independent and she doesn't want you to tell her anything. So
we would -- now I'm almost the same; she's a chip off the block. And we would, just wouldn't
make it as long as I got good -- I said, "When I can't remember where I am and how I'm gonna
get ... -- then you can come get me. But not until then." [chuckles]
st

AB: So you continue your activities with 1 Baptist?
st

TM: Oh, yes, I've been with -- in 1 Baptist since I was 10 years old, and I've never been

anywhere else. I've worked -- and I had a student of mine to, uh, speak at the church and she
said, "There's Mrs. McDaniel up there singing. She's been singing in that choir as long as I can
remember." Said, [chuckles] said, "she's ... " -- I've been in the choir been in that church, uh,
since I was 10 years old.
AB : And, uh, so you sing in the choir. You've taught Sunday school?

TM: Never taught Sunday school. Marian taught Sunday school. But I never taught Sunday

school. Never did .
AB: What about, uh, vacation Bible school [inaudible]?

TM: Yeah, I taught Bi -- and taught artwork and, but -- under Mrs. Norman and the vaca -- We

had beautiful vaca -- vacation Bible school, Mrs Norman was excellent back then. (AB: Mmrnhmm.) And I, I did -- I heard -- I worked every summer when she was the principal.
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AB : Mmm-hmm. And you maintained close relations with your sister and your brothers?
TM : We are very close. I have never been so alone in my life since she moved. She had to move

with her daughter Beverly, right out of C.D., see, out of, uh, Washington, D.C. because she
doesn't see well any more. But Marian, we're, we're just 11 months apart, (AB : Mmm-hmm) so
we went, when we went to college, we went to college the 1st semester together. Mama had to, I
told you she had to take her out cause she couldn't afford it._. But we went to all the, all the
organizations together, sorority together, and when she, when I moved, all I have to do is call and
say, "Marian, there's such and such a thing going on this evening, you want to go?" "What
time?" She never said, "I am too busy. I don't want to go." We went everywhere together. And
now that she's gone, I realize that I made a mistake by not taking somebody else along[laughter].
But I don't have .

ljinybod5] to go with.

END OF TAPE 1- SIDE 2
BEGINNING OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
AB : . .. McDaniels in Charleston, West Virginia with Rita Wicks-Nelson. We are doing the

second interview with Mrs. McDaniels. Today is September 16th , 1999.
RW-N : Um, did you start that in the middle of the year then, too?

TM: No.
RW-N: You waited until ...
TM: No , I waited till September.

RW-N You waited until September.
TM: Uh huh. Then they didn't let you go in the middle of the year.

RW-N : So you were 17 in February and then you went -- that autumn you (I, l went.) went on
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to State.
TM: Yeah, I went to State. (RW-N: Okay.) When I went, when I went to State I was 16.
RW-N : You were still 16.
TM: I was 16 when I went to State. No, I guess I'm wrong.
RW-N : Did you tum ... ?

-TM: No, I was 16 when I finished high school, (RW-N:
.

Yeah.) but I didn't go right straight to

St -- I stayed out. What was the -- uh. (RW-N: Yeah, okay.) [Inaudible] While we were talking
about school, I don't think I told you this and, and it's so important to me. When, when I finished
school cause my daddy had died and Dotson brought, uh -- Mordecai Johnson was at Howard
University. And he went from 1st Baptist Church in Charleston . . .
RW-N: ;Are you taping?
st

TM: He went from the 1 Baptist Church in Charleston to the President of Howard University.

(RW-1"Mmm) He was Papa's very good friend because he was a trustee in the church under
Mordecai Johnson. He came back to Charleston and preached my daddy's funeral. And he told
my mother at the time, "You don't ever have to worry about your children's vacation, I mean, uh,
education, because you can send them to Howard and I'll see them through. Well, that was the
understanding that I was to go to Howard . But when time came for it, Mama couldn't even get
the fare to send me there. So she said, "You'd never get home . You'd be there for. .. " Because
I couldn't afford the transportation. "Why don't you go to State for your 1st 2 years and then
transfer so you'll, you can graduate from Howard." Of course, when I went to State I fell in love
with it and fell in love with a fellow there and there wasn't any way she could get me to go to
Howard after that.
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RW-N: Didn't want to go?
TM: No, didn't want to go there after that. [Inaudible] Um hmm. (RW-N: .... that someplace.)

Papa's name was Arthur Lee Bedford White. The fellows at the post office called him "Alphabet"
White. [chuckles]
RW-N : Arthur Lee?
TM: Arthur Lee Bedford White.
RW-N: At the post office, they called him .. .
TM: Alphabet [chuckles], Alphabet White.
AB : Was there, did your mother get any retirement benefits, pension or so, from your father's

work in the post office?
TM: Oh, !)'es. Yes, she did. It was so small then. As, as time went on, it just wasn't sufficient.

She had to work hard. She worked very hard (RW-N: Okay. What's today's date?) because she
could only do day work because she had (R W-N: Inaudible) the 4 children. She worked hard.
1

(RW-N: May 29 \1933. Okay.)
AB: Mrs. McDaniel has, uh, showed us (RW-N: I'm not recording.) her diploma from West

Virginia State College. She graduated with a bachelor of arts in education on May 29, 1933 . She
has also shown us her Marshall College graduate degree, a master of arts which was conferred on
the 12 th ofJuly, 1957.
TM: This is that picture that you . ..
RW-N: And Mrs. McDaniel is also giving us a picture that we will be able to, as we have

requested, she had one and she's giving us a nice picture for her record.

AB : May we keep this one or do you . . .?
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TM: You can keep it.
AB : Thank you .

RW-N: Do you know what age, approximate age that this was taken?
TM: That's about 3 years ago .
AB: 3 years ago. (TM: Mmm-hmrn) So about 1996.
RW-N : Okay. We'Uput that with your things as well. Uh, from the time that, a week ago when
we were with you from this time, did, did you have anything else particularly that has come up in
your mind that you thought that you wanted to talk about?
TM: I, I don't know of anything except, uh . . .
RW-N : Except what you just told us (TM: Mmm-hmrn) about your -- okay. Well, we have lots
of othef;things so we'll go on. Do you want to, well, let's, let's go back, if you will, we -- I
realized when we listened to the tape that we didn't really have a lot of information on your
husband. We certainly have some. (TM: Oh, yeah.) Um, and perhaps if you would talk about
him a little more? We know that you were about 24 when you married (TM: Yes) and he was
from Huntington (TM: Mmm-hmm) and he was a graduate of West Virginia State (TM: Yes) in
industrial arts . (TM: Yes, yes) Now was he a teacher?
TM: No, he never taught. He,he worked at the post office. When he died he was a, a
superintendent of one section, I don't, I can't remember what, what section it was. But he had an
office job in the post office when he died. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) But he never taught school and
never wanted to . flttaa-J.iMajl Teaching was something he never wanted to do.

RW-N : So his industrial arts training was used in his avocation (TM: Yes) and in planning this
house.
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TM: Yes, and he had -- he stood on the men when they built this house. They were so sick of him

[laughter] they didn't know what to do . But he knew what was what and they couldn't put a
thing over on him. John Arthur is in the same class he was in)n college.
RW-N: Now this is your brother?
TM: My brother, mmm-hmm.
RW-N : Um did they both have bachelor's degrees in industrial arts?
TM: Yes, yes, both of them did .
AB : And John Arthur was for many years, uh, a teacher at West Virginia State College. He

taught, uh, in the, in the industrial building trades kinds of things, uh, courses.
TM: Mmmhmm.
RW-N : And while we're talking about your brothers, your other brother, Richard, went into the

armed (TM: That -- he ... ) services, right?
TM: On the campus, you see, my mother trained us that each was to help the other one. John

was to help Richard, but he didn't have to because he went into R.O.T.C. and they were well
taken care of So he didn't have to, but Richard went into R.O.T.C . and then he got out of it as
an officer and went right into the army so he, all of his time out was spent in the army. When he
retired, he retired from the army.
RW-N : And it seems that I have read some place in the documents that you shared with us that

he was, is in the West Virginia State, um, Hall of Fame or what?
TM: Yeah, [overlapping voices] they had, they have something -- What is it they have the Hall of

Fame? They do have a Hall of Fame.

AB It's an R.O.T.C. Hall of Fame for people who, uh, graduated and came through the program
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and uh, went into the service. (TM: Service, mmm-hmm)

RW-N : Um, let's see, we've talked, um, we talked a fair amount the last time about, uh, racial
kinds of things, what it was like living in the neighborhood and your relationship with teachers,
black and white. We haven't talked much about the idea of, um, and the impact of gender and sex
on people. Um, we're born into the world, a girl or a boy um that probably affects a great deal of,
of what we become. (TM: Mmm-hmm) And we wondered if you had any thoughts on that. Um,
could you see any traces of that in your childhood? Were girls, the girls in the family treated
differently than the boys in any way?

TM: No, I was the oldest one and I was the difficult one. I bossed the others around, you know.
They, so I had the upper hand and I never had any problems that way because when Mama left
the house; I was in charge. And uh, I took -- and of course, Richard being very young, see, he
was so much younger than we were. You see there was 10 years difference between John and
Richard. Mama thought she was through when she had John. Papa had these two -- Mama had
these 2 girls and she said, "I'm through." And Papa said, "Oh, no, I want a boy." So when they
got this boy, John Arthur, she was through. She never thought she'd be caught 10 years later
with Richard. So Richard's the youngest one. And, of course, I just bossed him around like he
was my own. [chuckles]
AB: As -- it seems very surprising to me that your mother who had been the helper of your father

(TM: Yes.) all her married life until your father passed away and she had to step into this family
(TM: Yes) leadership role. How do you think she managed that?

TM: She was a strong woman . She, she was, uh, for her family and she -- Nothing would get
between what she had to do for the family and what other people were doing . She, she was a
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planner, she worked, she could save, didn't make -- many times would make 10 and 12 dollars in
a week and she could save 2 of it, you know. You never found Mama without a dime, you know.
When I was teaching school, I said, "Mama, I'm short on money, could I borrow 5 dollars?" She
said, "Why, why do you think I have 5 dollars and you make 120 dollars a month and I, I don't
make anything like that? How do you think . . ?" Mama let me have the 5 dollars. And she
would do it. She could always, she could always manage and she was always there. Mama saw
to it that we got the best of what she had to offer. And what the community had to offer, what
the church had. We were in church when it was time, and she saw to it that we were at school on
time and she was just a strong person.
AB: It' s just interesting to me that she didn't exert that during the time your father was living

(TM: 1io) and she just kind (TM: She was ...) of stayed in the background.
TM: That's right. She stayed very much in the . .. Whatever Papa said, that was it. Papa's word

was law and correct. She never -- no argument there. Never, never heard them argue at all, not
at all.
AB : And you girls were brought up in the family to be strong too? Uh ...

TM: Oh, yes. We were independent. My mother was very definite about -- you, you're gonna be

out there in the world alone like I am so you ' ve got to be independent. You ' ve got to do this the
way it should be done and be satisfied with it. And uh, so she, she really was there. She had 2
opportunities to get married and she turned down both of them because she said, "I just can't
leave my children. And I don 't think anybody else will do what I will do for them." So she, she
kept us right in line.
AB: Through your life, do you think that there are times when things have happened to you,
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maybe negative things or you didn't get opportunities or so because you were a woman?
TM: No, I never felt that way. I really didn't. I never -- I, I, I guess I was taught not to want the

things that men had, I guess, but I was satisfied with it. I, I never had any problems with that.
AB : When women began to talk about women's liberation (TM: Mmm hmm) and things like that,

how did -- did you have any feelings about. . . ?
TM: I just listened and, and I was happy that somebody took the lead, but I was not a leader as

far as that was concerned. I was just glad it was happening, but I never took part in anything.
RW-N: It sounds then that you had some feeling that some leadership was required (TM: Oh,

yes) for women.
TM: As, as far as getting your education and getting, making a living and whatnot, you had to

have something, you know. In order to get a job and to keep it and do it well, you had to have
some leadership ability.
RW-N: And do you think that women had fewer opportunities than men to do those things?
TM: Then, then. (RW-N: Then.) Definitely, definitely. (RW-N: Yes) I don't think so now, but I,

-- then and then you didn't, I didn't think of anything, I didn't think of anything but teaching
school. I never thought of any of these extra things that the girls do now. I was just. ..
AB : You mean other kinds of jobs?

TM: Other kinds of jobs, I never thought of anything but teaching school. That's all I ever

thought of
RW-N : So it seems then that that you feel that the world has opened up more for women (TM :

Oh, definitely.) since the time you were young.
TM: Yes, yes, there's so many other areas that women can go into now. Now it's getting hard to
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get good teachers because women get so much more money in other jobs.

RW-N: And, and is that partly because other women have fought for that?
TM: Yes, definitely.
RW-N: So you agree that that was a good thing?
TM: Oh, yes.
RW-N: Does that have any bad aspects to it, that women have more freedom and opportunity?
TM: I don't think so. I think we're all human beings and we all have a right to everything that we
can acquire. I don't think so. I think, I think the women have the right if they want to be the
President of the United States and can do it, go for it.

AB: At the time you began teaching, were women paid the same as men?
TM: Yes, we had the same salaries. Like if you teach the elementary school, you got one salary.
You got more if you taught high school then. But the elementary teachers did ...

AB: Now you were for many years a member and president of the Woman's Improvement
League. (TM: Mmrn-hmm) And I remember, uh, once when I was writing something about it and
I said "Women," and somebody stopped me and said, "No, it is not 'women', it's 'woman,'
Woman's Improvement League." And the very title of that organization, "Improvement League,"
uh, suggested that there was something that, uh, the organization wanted to do for women. Is
that right?

TM: See, they got that name from an organization in Washington, D .C. and uh it uh meant that
women could improve on, I think what they had in mind that every woman can improve, you
know . And uh, I, I believe that it, it was founded by, uh -- Oh, I can't remember the lady 's name
now, but she w as very strong in Washington and uh, she started it and we were auxiliary of that
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for a while. But after a while, we withdrew, we went, you know, we were our own organization.
Before, at the beginning, we got our beginning from the group in Washington, D. C.
AB : And what were some of the things that that organization did?

TM: Charleston Woman's Improvement League? Well, when we first started, you remember,
remember the hospitals were segregated. And they had a little hospital auxiliary down on
Shrewsbury Street. And we helped with that, with the materials and helped with the sick and
whatnot. That' s, that was our 1st job. And after that fell out, we took on, uh, giving scholarships
to -- we give scholarships, we've always given a scholarship to some deserving person. Uh,
we've helped in many org -- with many other organizations. We always, if anybody else is doing
a job and they needed some help, we'd always help along with the organization. Our pride and
joy was the clubhouse because then we had no other organization for the women, and the men
had little places, you know. But we would -- we had a house. And we let anybody rent as long
as they would take care of it. And it's still open to the public. They can still, it's still on the
corner of Washington Street and, and right across from . .. What is that street?

AB: It' s on Jacob ...
TM: Jacob, Jacob . And we bought that in 19 and 40. And right now, we' re in the process of
remodeling it, and it's, it's quite a chore because people just don't take care of your things and
you're constantly up doing something to keep it up. I was president for 13 years from 19 and 79
to 19 and 93, I think it was. And it was, uh, all that time we were just constantly trying to
st

improve it. And then we had a group of young girls; 1 we started out with the Polly Pig fails .
And they were children through 6tb grade and as they grew into junior high school, we had -- we
formed a club called League Teens. So we, we had, we no longer had the Pig 'fails, but the
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League Teens, our high school students. And uh, it's a very nice organization and we support
what they like to do. And we give them some guidance too. And then they get scholarships, it
usually get - uh, the person who gets the scholarship, generally, comes from the League Teens.
AB: So the League Teens still is operating?

TM: Not this year, much to my sadness.
st

AB : But this is the 1 year, it hasn't?

TM: Uh-huh. The girl who was the leader of it, uh, dropped out of the club and no one takes --

it's so strange how you can't get people to take responsibility. That's a big responsibility.
Because when I had those girls, we would have trips to Washington, New York, to Detroit, and
all around us. They had some trip every summer. And it was expensive, you had to do a lot of
selling, ;a lot of candy, and, oh, just many things we'd do to get money. So any time you take
over a group of young girls you've got to be interested. You have to -- it's a hard job. And it's
hard to get somebody to do it.
AB: What was it that you particularly wanted to do with those girls?

TM: Just giv~h~idance on what was out there, what they could do . The girls, uh, in this, in

our last, uh, boo1-- in this book, it was so interesting . . .
AB: Mrs . McDaniel is looking at the 100 year book, program book from the League.
TM: I had some of the children who had been under our guidance and they, uh, and they wrote

letters and comments on how important it was and uh, it was just very interesting to see, hear
what they had to say. And Marian's boy wrote a long dissertation on what the boys, how the
boys felt about the organization. So we had, uh, several; befo re that there were several girls who
wrote. I, I sent out letters and asked them if they'd send me a comment on what th ey had done.
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And I got a few, not many. But uh, .. .

RW-N: Uh, perhaps, uh, you were looking for page 11, where, uh, women who as girls
participated in Polly Pigtails and League Teens (TM: Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmmm) and commented
on how much they appreciated that experience. I believe that we have copied this page (TM:
Mmm-hmm) and it will be plit with Mrs. McDaniel~ tape.

TM: You have this, you've had this book?
RW-N : Yes, you ...
AB: I have a copy of that too that we can, uh ...

RW-N: I copied that page. I copied several pages from it, not all, but several.
AB: I believe that, uh, that clubhouse is probably, in the state of West Virginia, the only

clubhouse that women have ever had. (TM: Uh-huh) Uh, as you said, men -- I know the
Bachelors Benedicts have a place.

TM: Yeah, they have their own place, but they don't open it up to the public like we do . (AB:
Mmm-hmm, mmm-hmm) I was hoping that we could get the, the, uh, clubhouse unde, uh, -- See
Moses is trying to get that whole corner and I was hoping we could get the clubhouse so that he
couldn't take it. But so far, I haven't, we haven't been able to do it.

AB: You mean get it on the National Register?
TM : Yeah, yeah .
RW-N: And Moses, you're referring to the automobile dealer?
TM: Yeah, yes.
AB: Moses Cadillac.
TM: They want, they want it all, all to the corner because -- Ben Clark refuses to sell so if he
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refuses to sell, we're protected. But he's getting on up in the years. And of course, they're
gonna want to come right down there. And I would hate to see that happen because that's the
only place that the children can go and have a good time.
AB : Uh, so that work then, it was dedicated to women, uh, for the most part. (TM: Yes) And,

how long, how many years have you been a member of that organization?
TM: I've been a member of that organization since 19 and 38 .
AB : Oh, my, a long time.

TM: Yes.
AB : A long time, 60 years almost.

TM: Yes, Jo Moore, Josephine Moore, and Maude Clark taught with me at Boyd. And they took
me and they saw to it that I got in.
RW-N: Would you say of all the organizations you belong to, that you have put the most energy
and time and effort into that organization?
TM: I would say so. I put a lot into the sorority. But they have a lot of background and lot -much, and help nationally and whatnot. This organization is on its own. So I think I put more
energy and more time and more interest in the Woman's Improvement League than any
organization.
RW-N: And what sorority was that?
TM : Alpha Kappa Alpha. (RW-N: Uh-huh.)
AB: So you are involved with the League, you're involved with Apa -- Alpha Kappa Alpha
st

sorority, with your church which is (TM: Yes.)l Baptist Church, and with your family . I mean
(TM: Inaudible )th ose are your major ..
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TM: (Inaudible) You can see, this has on there that I joined, I was baptized in, at the church in

'24. How many years have I been in the church? [chuckles] And I've never been unfinancial
cause I've been close enough to stay, to come to church and all. So it's -- I've been there, in the
church a long, long time.
RW-N: Can we go back a moment and talk a little bit more about, um, women and how you see

that? It is sometimes said that black women, uh, have a particularly heavy burden in life because
they have to deal with racism and then they have to deal with the lack of opportunities, at least in
past years, (TM: Mmm-hmm) because they're women so they have a double burden (TM: Mmmhmm, mmm-hmm) being a woman and being a black woman. Do you relate to that idea at all?
Does that seem reasonable to you?
TM: Oh, very, very much so, very much so. I think our, our women have, have had a hard fight

and they' ve done well. They've, they've come a long, long way cause there was a time when you
weren't even considered if you were black. And you certainly were not considered teaching
anywhere but black children. And when you got into the school because I had many people to
object to me because I taught at Grandview and I was the only black teacher there for about 5 or
6 years. And then Gwendolyn Lewis came in. And we were the 2. And uh, at the beginning,
they didn't, they didn't want their children to be taught by a black teacher. And they, they voiced
it. "No way do I want my child to start school under that black teacher." But at that time, they
had a teaching tool called "Open Court" and nobody would touch -- take it. They didn't want to
be bothered. I liked it, I wanted it. So I took that as my Open Court . And of course, that' s
phonetics and whatnot, and before many years the principal couldn 't take care of the persons who
wanted to come. There's others in the area where there's, there were almost all white, just
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Hannah Drive had Negroes on it. But that was the only one. And so we had 1 or 2 black children
in each class. And so uh, they -- but when they found out that their children --I'll tell you what,
what really brought it to a head. When they gave the test, my children -- I think I told you they
gave me the lower half of the class as far as intelligence was concerned, but my children outscored
the other class. And the principal came in and says, "I just don't believe this." And I said, "Well
now, Mr. Cook, you thought you hadn't--." He, he objected to me from the very beginning and
he never observed me; he never came in my classroom. And he was supposed to in order to rate
me, but he didn't. I said, "How can you say that when you've never been in my classroom?
Come down and you take this book and you give the words." And he said, "How could they rate
90 and 91 in spelling?" I said, "You take this book and you call the words. Send them to the
board. You pick out the children; send them to the board. You call the word and let them write
it." Now I said, "The only thing that I will do, if you do not soun -- say it correctly according to
the phonetics of it." I said, "I will not interrupt any other time." So he sent all the children to -these 4, 5, 6, I think, children to the board and called the words out to them. I am not telling you
anything but the truth -- one little boy missed 2 words out of 10 and the others didn't miss any of
the words. He was so excited over it. He just couldn't believe it. And I said, "Now you can
believe the scores." Because the children had the background and of course they did better than
the others because they had this Open Court background, and you can't beat it. And that, that
cooked him. He was -- from that on, that time on, he was entirely different to me. Before that he
just accepted me, didn't want any or nothing. Never came in my classroom. And I said, "How
can you, how can you rate me if you've never seen me work?"
RW-N : Now this was Mr. Cook?
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TM: Yeah.
RW-N: So in, in big ways and in small ways, uh, then, would you say black women have had to
prove themselves?

TM: Yes, definitely. And then too then, when they were sending us out to other schools, they
were careful that they would send people that they thought could match, could come up to it, you
know. If, if you didn't have it -- But I, I was very happy with my situation because I taught with
a lady named Thomas and she was a white lady. She was very nice to me. She had been there
some, some years. And she was very, very nice to me. And then we had a lady named Miss
Bonham that had the cafeteria and she was very kind.

AB : Was that B-o-n-h-a-m?
TM : ~

-hmm and uh, so we -- I can say that after my 1st year, I was perfectly satisfied with

where I was. I always loved teaching and I never had any problems, but I was just afraid that the
parents wouldn't accept me, you know, they wouldn't accept a black woman teaching their
st

children. But after that 1 couple of years and they found out that I had a system that would
rd

teach beyond -- the children were spelling 3 grade work, work on account of Open Court,
especially if you could sound the word out.

RW-N: Do you think in general that life has become better for black people, men, men and
women in the last years?

TM: I would have to say so cause they had -- they came from a very, very hard situation, you
know. From slavery on, it would have to improve. They -- it would have to . And then as you
prove that you can do it, you ' re more or less acceptable. There are a few , few people that just
won' t accept you cause of your color, but there's so few of those people any more .

65

RW-N : What role, if any, do you think that the Civil Rights Movement played in making life
better for black people?
TM: I think they made a big difference cause they forced a lot of things that people didn't want to
accept . But after it, it happened, they could realize that it was right. But at, at I s1, they didn't
want to accept it. There were people who just were not going to do it. But after it happened,
and they could see that -- that they were just as qualified as they were, as they were.
RW-N : So you think it had to be forced somewhat?
TM: Oh, yeah, it has to be forced.
RW-N: And that helped?
TM : If it hadn't, hadn't been forced, I don't think it would have happened as soon, but uh, it had
to be done.
RW-N : Now you have been a member of the NAACP. You said you were not very active, but
you've been a member.
TM: I've been a member as long as they've had -- I've been out of school. I have a certificate of
life membership, you know. Uh, I've been a member. I've never been an officer or anything like
that, but I've always been a member.
RW-N: Have you ever participated in any of the marches (TM: No) or anything (TM : No.) like
that?
TM : I'm, I was too chicken for that. [chuckles] No .
AB : If you were choosing a profession now, if you were starting over, a young woman starting

your life over again, do you think you would go into teaching or would you choose something
else? Do you have other interests that you might have followed?
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TM: Well, since I don't know anything about anything else, I'd have to say teaching. I loved it.
And I never -- I don't think I was absent more than 2 or 3 years in the whole 59 years I taught. I,
I, I looked forward to getting up and going to school. I never, I never dreaded a day of it.

AB: That's wonderful, to like what you . . .
TM: I liked it.
AB: ... to like (TM: I liked it.) what you did . Did you, in traveling out of state or so, have any
•'

brushes with, uh, segregation that you remember?

TM: Only one time, a long, long ago when we were traveling on the train to my, uh,
grandmother's. We had to sit in the Jim Crow car and it was very crowded. And the car next to
us had many empty seats. So being a child, you know, I said, "Mama, why can't I just sit right
there?" She said, "I don't think so, but you can try." So I did and the conductor came back and
said, "You can't sit here," and he moved me back.

AB: Where did your grandmother live?
TM: In Pelham, North Carolina.
RW-N: You were traveling from West Virginia into North Carolina?

TM: Yes, uh-huh, yeah. We had to, we had to change, change our train in Clifton Forge. And
this is cute, you may not want it on the record, but it was cute. We used to -- at Clifton Forge we
got off the train to change trains. Mama had John in her arm .

RW-N: Is it okay if we put this on record?

TM: Yeah, it'll be [inaudible word]. Mama had John in her arm, and Marian was about 4, I
guess. She said, "Now you take this side of my coat and hold onto my coat. And Thelma, you
hold onto my coat on this side because I have the bag and I have John." We got onto the train, to
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step on the train and no Marian. She said, "Where's Marian?" I said, "Mama, I don't know I was
on this side of you ." So she told the conductor to put us in our seats and, "Don't let this train
leave here with my children. I've got to go back and find one." So she went back in the station
and she heard Marian crying at the top of her voice. And this white lady had her by the hand.
And Mama came over and she said, "This is my child. What are you doing with her?" She said,
"She caught onto my coat [chuckles] and followed me in the station. And I didn't know it until I
got here." And so Mama grabbed her up and took her back to the station, back in the caboose,
got on the train. She was so frustrated she just put her down in the train and said, "Why don't
you do what I tell you to do?

You were looking somewhere else and caught that lady's coat."

[laughter] I remember that so well. It was really cute.
AB: Did, did your mother and father talk, uh, to you children about race or tell you (TM: No)

where not to go or what not to do (TM: No) or how to behave when you were around white
people or anything like that?
TM: No, no they were always with us if there was anything integrated. And we knew that it was

understood when we left home, you're not to leave us. You stay with us wherever we're going.
And uh, they didn't do a great deal of mingling. Most of our fun was right in the home. We, we ·
didn't do a lot of going ...
AB: But you weren't taught, I mean, did you hear anti-white remarks or anything like that when

you were growing up?
TM: No, never. No, not at all. Papa, when Papa went, went into the post office, see, he was one
st

of the 1 men to integrate the post office here. Mr. Fairfax, Mr. Seacy, and Mr. Jackson, those 4
men went into the post office together. And they had several run-ins, but Papa would come in
'
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and tell Mama with, with -- we wouldn't get to hear it. We would know that something had gone
on that day, but he never let us know anything that was not right or would be upsetting.
RW-N : How then did you come to realize that, ifl can put it this way, that there was inequality in

the world?
TM: Oh, I think just by looking at, at how they, they treated us. We had to sit in the back of the

bus and we had to, had -- just the way the people treated you . You couldn't belong to this, you
couldn't go to this particular -- Then you couldn't go to the movies. You had to go, we had to
go to Ferguson, remember Ferguson was on, on Washington Street? That was the only movie we
could go to . So we were segregated everywhere.
RW-N : Do you remember feeling any anger about that when you were a child?
TM: I just thought it was a way of life.
RW-N : Just the way the world was?
TM: Yes. That was just the way we were living. And Papa always had pict -- oh, he had books,

Up from Slavery, uh, Paul Lawrence Dunbar -- he sold those books. And he read to us from
those books and we knew where we had come from and said, "You're looking forward, you don't
look back." My daddy was, uh, wi -- he was a smart man. And he, he never let us feel that we
were inferior to anybody. You do the best you can with what you have.
RW-N : Was there a time that you became, uh, very conscious of the inequality in the world? You

can remember having a rough time dealing with it, or anger, or sadness?
TM : Only time I was sad was when somebody would try to get a job and couldn't get it because

of his color. I -- that's the only thing I was, felt very upset about.
RW-N : Does upset mean sad (TM : Yeah) or angry or .. . ?
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TM: Angry and upset, I guess . But I, I, I didn't, uh, I mean -- my father used to say to us all the
time, "Never look back. You look forward. Remember where you came from and you're moving
up . So don't let little things upset you. You just keep looking forward, keep building, and keep
in mind you have to be qualified more than the other man if you want that job." So he was
constantly working with us that you don't look back, you look forward and you work toward
something bigger all the time.

RW-N: Does the idea of "raising the race", a phrase that I've read and heard, (TM: Mmm-hmm)
mean anything to you when you really are sort of consciously working to help black people?

TM: I think you do that unconsciously all the time if you're black. I would, most the time, and
you will find a few people who never had any, any problems maybe. But I think all the time you
think about inproving the whole race, everybody wants to move along.
AB : The, uh, motto of the League was the same motto that the national black (TM: Yes)
women's clubs had which was "Lifting (TM: As we climb.) as we climb." And did you all take
that seriously?

TM : Oh, yes. I think that was, I think Mrs. Spaulding did a lot for the club, you know. She was
the one who bought the clubhouse in 1940. And that was her -- she was, oh, she, she was really
onto race. Because, you know, she could have passed. She could have passed, but she was
always work -- in there working for the good of the race.

RW-N: You mean she could have passed in terms of color?
TM: Color, mmm-hmm. You know a lot of women, when they, when they took Negroes out of
slavery, a lot of those people who passed; they went -- I read a story of, of a woman, where there
were 2 sisters, one passed and went to New York and the other one stayed south. And the one in
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New York would never let them come to New York to see her. They'd have to go, you'd have to
go down to see the -- she'd come to see you, but you couldn't go to see her. So there are a lot of
-- it would take the census, they'd find that many a black person's not, not there any more, and
was born in slavery, but they could pass.
AB: Uh, with your children and the children of your brothers and sisters, uh, how do you think

that the question of race and whatnot played out, uh, in the family with them? Was your daughter
very race-conscious? You talked with us about her experience at George Washington with the
mural and whatnot. Uh, were there other things that she had to deal with?

UNIV,
TM: I think she had to deal with -- somewhat with it at O.U. You know, she went to Ohio~
that's where she got her de -- degree and also a master's. And she had some problems there. But
she was ;an independent type and she never brought it home. She never brought it home. She had
lots of, she was very, very unhappy in the 5th grade. She had a 5th grade teacher that was quite,
really -- she was really unkind to her. And I didn't know about it until she was almost through
with the 5th grade. And she got into something and uh, the teacher sent her home because she
sassed her. She said something back to her. So that's when I found out that she had been
fighting this woman all year. But uh, she was, she was independent. She didn't do much
complaining without being - But I think about the only time she ever complained to me was
when, when she was in the 5th grade and uh, this teacher was unkind to her.
AB: So you never felt that you had to go to school and deal with a teacher (TM: No, no) for

mistreatment (TM: No, no) of her?

TM: Only that one time I went to see the teacher and uh, she denied everything. She never, never
admitted it; it was just that Maurine misunderstood her.
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AB: You were living in Charleston during the time of the integration of the, uh, Diamond (TM:
Yes, yes) lunch counter. What do you remember about that period?

TM: I don't remember much because I never wanted to eat at the Diamond. I never -- in the 1st
place I didn't have the money and then another thing, I knew that, uh, they didn't allow us in the
dining area. But they, you know they had that sit-in, you know, they went up there and I
remember Mrs. [Cynthia] Burk . I don't know if you knew-- remember Mrs. Burk or not. And
she lived, uh, up --

END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 1
BEGINNING OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
AB: ... [Re: Mrs. Frances Hale] working at the Diamond [overlapping voices] during that period.
That's right; I should go and see her.

TM: She came up through the Diamond the hard way and she got to be a buyer.

AB: I remember.
TM: So she could tell you a lot about the Diamond.

AB: We were talking about the Diamond Department Store and the, uh, integration of the lunch
counter. How long did that go on? Do you remember? Was it, uh, weeks or months?

TM: I think it was weeks. I don't think they had, it was too long because there was too much
going on and, and, and as they integrated they found out that it would be 1 or 2 blacks in the
whole lunch period that would come. And why do all that fighting for just a few people, you
know. (AB: Mmm-hmm) I think they realized rather than to lose -- they had quite a few blacks
who bought at the Diamond, and I think they figured where uh it would be better to open up the
counter than to lose their accounts.
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RW-N: Was this in the 1960's?

AB: Probably.
TM: Very early, yeah, maybe, maybe a little bit before that. But Frances could tell you all about it
because she was there (AB : Uh-huh) from the very beginning.

AB : Well, when, uh, the Diamond then did integrate its lunch counter, did other restaurants and
things begin to do the same thing after that, I mean?

TM: I think, I think they did . I think the whole Charleston area had very few segregated places.
I think, I think they realized that it wouldn't be but 2 or 3 at a time, but it would be different if
they were corning in, in a gang or something, but most of the people couldn't afford to go to the
lunch counters and whatnot. So I think they, they decided it would better just to do the whole
thing .

AB : Well, when I have seen pictures, early pictures of Charleston, when the Ferguson Theater
st

and the Brown Hotel, and St. James Church was downtown, and 1 Baptist (TM: Yes) was over
where the post office is, and (TM: Yes, and the drugstore ... ) [inaudible] whatnot and all of that
changed. Do you think that integration had anything to do with those changes that took place in
that community, that black community downtown?

TM: I think, I think they realized that that was very rich property and they knew that they could
build things there that would improve their business and whatnot. So they just eased out all the
black, I think the black people really lost on that integrating part because they lost all their
businesses, like the Fergus.on went out of business. The, the drugstore went out of business and
all that now is entirely different.

RW-N: What area of Charleston are we talking about?
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TM: It's just above, uh, you know where the big church on the comer of Washington Street

and -- What is that other street?
AB: It's, it's right across the street from the post office on, uh, Washington Street. St. Mark's, I

think, Methodist Church is right on the corner. And there's a parking lot that is just, uh, below
that and then Capitol Street and the Daniel Boone Hotel, it was then, now it's what? Something,
Capitol Street, 405 Capitol Street or something. But that whole area where the Heart of Town is,
all of that was a black neighborhood.
RW-N: Just slightly east of Capitol Street.
st

AB: A couple of blocks east of Capitol Street. And Shrewsbury Street, where I Baptist Church

is now located and where Garnet is located, when I see early pictures -- I think James Randall had
a picture. (TM: Yes, mmm-hrnm) When I see an early picture of that, I can't believe it's the same
place. (TM: Yes) There were houses; there were homes (TM: Mmm-hrnm) along there, trees,
(TM: Mmm-hrnm) kids playing in the street and whatnot which is all totally changed.
RW-N: The city enlarged in that direction and the houses went, too, (TM: Mmm-hrnm) and it

was built up by white people.
TM : That's right. Companies, big companies.
AB: Where the Mattie V. Lee is extending down Donnally Street where the, uh, mall is.

TM Mmm hmm. It's remarkable that the Mattie V. Lee has been able to stay.

RW-N: Now you're talking about the Mattie V. Lee ...
TM V. Lee .

AB Mattie V. Lee Home. (T :M: Home. Mmrn hmm) How do you feel about, uh, all that change
go ing on down at the Tri angle? You were here during that fight as well. (TM: Inaudible.) Would
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you explain what the Triangle was?
TM: The Triangle was a haven for blacks. That was the -- really there was a lot of crime and

whatnot in that area, but that was a place where you knew they were black and you, you had a
place to go. And so I think really, the persons who were at the head of it, they said, "We've got
so much crime going on in that area, let's move it out." And I think little by little, they got rid of
it. But that, you know Court Street and Fry's Alley and all that was a crime area for blacks.
AB: Uh, were there nightclubs and whatnot along there?
TM: They had bad, uh, now sleazy places, you know, they had places that -AB: But I think that, uh, St. James was on Christopher and uh, (TM: Yes) around Donnally,

Christopher or so.
TM: Just a little, just a little place between Shrewsbury Street and Christopher, that, that area.

And they had, when they moved down to North Charleston, they sold that place.
AB: And Metropolitan was over there, too .
TM: Yes.
AB: These are churches which were once a part of the neighborhood and I think with urban

renewal, those churches were closed and moved and uh, the property sold and redeveloped into
what is now commercial and residential as well area. Because that apartment on Bibby St. there
behind the Marriot, all that was a black neighborhood .
RW-N : When you referred to Metropolitan, was that a church?
AB: Metropolitan Baptist Church, right. It was a church .
RW-N: But it ' s no longer there?
AB: No, it moved . It still is existing. It's still in a black neighborhood, but it moved .
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RW-N: Can we switch gears a little bit?
TM : Mmm-hmm.
RW-N: Um, some of these things I'm going to ask you, um, are kind of questions that are, "As I
look back on my life" questions. (TM: Mmm-hmm) And we would like to ask you who you think
were the major figures who shaped you and shaped your life, influenced you as you went through
your life.

TM: Well, in my early life, of course, it was my parents. They, my father and mother; and, of
course, as I went through until his death, my, my daddy was a disciplinarian, quite strict, but
loving. You, you hated him when he did it, but you knew it was right, you know. And . ..

RW-N: So do you see him as having more influence (TM: My father ... )in your early life?
TM: ... had the greatest, had the greatest. My father and then when my father died, my mother
took over. Mama . .. we never realized how strong Mama was because she stayed in the
background. Papa did all the correcting and whatnot. She let him do it all . But after he died, we
realized that she was as strong in a different way as he was. But, but he was, he was a church
man, he was a family man, and he worked hard at it. And he, he would see that we did right, you
know. You didn't do anything halfway. We, you did it right. So my mother came along, she
tried to do what he did and did the best she could with what education she had.

RW-N: Do you think of them as, as role models for you? Or do you think of other people also as
role models?

TM: Well I, I think, uh, uh -- they certainly would be ro-- role models, But when I think of
people outside the family, I think of Miss Fanny Cobb Carter. She was very --

RW-N: Fanny Cobb Carter?
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TM: Uh-huh, she was -- she taught school and uh, her husband was a lawyer and they lived right

up here on South Hills and she took great deal of interest in the children of South Hills. And she
went to Sunday school with us. And she went to church with us and she was, she was about -you know, she was an outstanding person.
RW-N : So she was one of the people who you think of as a role model for you?
TM: That's right. She was, she was an outstanding woman as a -- I always think of Mrs.

Norman, uh, Ruth Norman was -- she, she was, as a high school teacher she was top of the list
with me. She was just a wonderful person. And she was in the League with me and a sorority
with me and she stood out as an outstanding person. Her mother, Mrs. Stevenson, was a
strong -- she was a founder of the League. She was one of the founders. And Mrs. Stevenson
was a strqng person and Mrs. Norman was right behind her mother in everything she did . Uh,
and I think of other role models, like Elsie Davis. Elsie Davis was the art teacher and I was very
interested in art when I came up. My daughter took over that; I told you she did the paintings on
my walls. Uh, she was a, a teacher that wasn't loved by everybody, but she liked me. And I liked
her. And she, she was very good at what she did. She was a good art teacher. So I always think
of, uh, Elsie as -- as she got older, as I got older, and I had a hard time calling her Elsie, you
know. She was always Miss Davis. But uh, she was very outstanding. And then there's Mrs.
Sanders, I don't know whether you ever knew W. W. Sanders.
AB : I know of him.

TM: He was superintendent of Negro schools (AB : Mmm-hmm)at on e time. And she was a very

fin e lady. We did a lot of work for her. Tight as -- you'd go over there and work all day and
she' d give you a quarter. [chuckles]
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RW-N : What did you see in these women that you particularly liked or was attracted to?
TM: I think I, I liked them because they stood out in the community. They stood for something.
And they believed in things that I should work for, you know. And all of these ladies are, were
outstanding as far as their accomplishments or their character and all that. I think that's, that's
the main thing. I, I remember Mrs. Sanders was a, we used to call her a "slave driver" [chuckles]
behind her back. You'd go over there and she' d want you to scrub the porch and scrub the floors

..

and you got down on your knees and scrubbed them, and then she'd come and inspect it if you
left something, and then pay you a quarter.
AB : Now this was something that you and your brothers and sisters did in working for her?

TM: I was the only one. Marian refused to work for her. And John was too young. He -- she -she might -- he might run to the store for her or something like that. But I was the only one that
had to do the chores. I was the only one.
AB: So you did this to kind of help her out or to help bring money into the home?

TM: Bring money into -- my mother insisted we help her. She made us think that we were doing
a favor for her. We were doing it for the money, but Mama thought that Mrs. Sanders was a
lovely lady and she wanted us to go, go on up, she wanted us to know somebody to look forward
to. So she didn't care if we didn't get a dime, she just wanted us to have the, the, uh, skills at
working and doing what she wanted done.
AB: Did you do that for anybody else?

T M : No.
AB: Just for Mrs. Sanders?

TM: Cause she lived right around the ro ad from us . There' s a, a business there now, an insurance
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company. But Mama, Papa built the house on that side of the road and Mrs. Sanders built right
around it and Mama could look -- stand on her porch and watch us go in Mrs. Sanders' house . I
was the only one who did all the ....
AB: Uh, with these, you were talking about the ladies that you respected, or sort of looked up to

in the community? Was Mrs. Spaulding one of those ladies?
TM: Oh, yes, Mrs. Spaulding was, was a wonderful lady. · She was one of the -- at that time, I

think she was at the top of the list. She did more for us. She would go into her husband's
pocket; you know, Dr. Spaulding would come home from his office and he'd have his money in
his pocket, and if the League needed some money, she'd go in his pocket and peel off2 or 3 bills,
you know, to bring back to the League and say, "Let's buy this with it," you know. She would
always see that the League had what they needed. But she was the President of the League for
many years. And did a great deal for it. She was a very, very fine person.
AB : Was she active in the communities in other ways in respect to . . . .

TM: I only remember her -- and she was a Methodist, I think -- I'm not sure, but she was not a

Baptist. And I only remember her in connection with the League.
AB: When you look back on, on your childhood and early teen years, do you see yourself as --

Well, how do you see yourself? As obedient, as creative, how do you see those years?
TM: I think I was -- from the very beginning, I was rather shy. I never could speak. In no way I

could make a speech at all. Mrs. Norman had, uh, a play once, and uh, she gave me a part in it.
So, and she may have had 2 or 3 rehearsals, and she says, "I want you to bring Marian with you
when you come." Now Marian is entirely different. She' s very self-sufficient and she's very
forward and she knows what she wants and she gets it. And I was shy and so she said, "Now
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would you mind ifl get, ifl give Marian this part?" It was the part of a maid. And I didn't want
to play a part of a maid. I was glad to give it to Marian. [chuckles] And Marian stole the show.
She's so -- uh
RW-N : So you don't see yourself as more forward like your sister?
TM: No, no.
RW-N: And you've described your sister as if she wanted something (TM: She'd go .. . )she

would get it.
TM: Yes.
RW-N: You wouldn't describe yourself that way?
TM: No, no, I was, I was the kind of shy, backward kind of person. I knew, I didn't take -- I

worked hard at anything I was in. I worked -- for instance, I was president of the League for 13
years, but I don't ever remember taking a lead in a program or anything. I always appointed
somebody to take the lead, you'd be the mistress of ceremony and I could tell you what to do, but
I, I didn't have any skill to do it.
RW-N : Do you see yourself the same way today?
TM: Pretty much .
RW-N : How have you changed?
TM : I haven ' t changed that much, that much . I, I'm still a hardworker at anything I do . For

instance, right now I'm, I'm working for the Women's, Women's Day Program which will be the
rd

3 Sunday of November and I want to see both of you there at the church. [laughter] It's 11
o'clock and we' re bringing a lady here from Washington, D.C. and she is the assistant minister,
and has her doctorate, to the, uh, Covenant Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. And uh, we' re

80

working very hard on that right now. And we have to get, uh, so many patrons and I know I've
got your name in there to send you a notice and what. And uh, we wanted to make that big. I do
well at working with you or working behind you or being head of a committee, but not overseeing
the whole thing. I, I don't do it too well.
RW-N: How would you rate your organizational skills?
TM: I think I do very well. I'm not the best, but I think, uh, ifl go into something and I want to,

I can get it done. (RW-N: Mmm-hmm) I, I have my ways of pushing you to do it, you know.
RW-N : Would you say you're still shy?
TM: I would say so. I would say so. I'm not, I'm not out there.
RW-N: Is it easy today to get up in front of a group (TM: Huh-uh) and talk to the group?
TM: No,; I don't like to talk. I don't like to talk. I'll, I'll give you an idea ifl like it and I'll vote

against it ifl don't like it. But uh -- for instance, I, the lady we're gonna have as a speaker, I
heard her speak in Washington when I visited Marian last, the last time. And I just thought,
thought she would be an excellent speaker. So the fact that they had other-women on the list, I, I
stood right up for this lady, I brought in her background, her picture and all, I had all the things
laid out and so when they voted, they voted for her to come. So I think I'm a backroom worker,
you know, I push from the back.
RW-N: Is that a backroom worker or is there some leadership in that as well?
TM : There would have to be a little bit of leadership because I couldn't do it ifl didn't have some

ability. But I don't like to be out front. I just, I don't, I don't speak well and I get up and I
stutter and spit, I [laughter] I never was a speaker. So but I know what I want, I know what it
should be, but uh, as far as getting up and saying it before a crowd of people, I, I lose my speech.
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RW-N : So you don't see yourself as having changed much from the time you were a child?
TM: No. I just grew stronger in some of the things that my mother taught me, but I don't think

I've changed that much.
RW-N : What does that mean when you say you grew stronger in some ways?
TM: Well, see, my mother would say, for example, my mother would say uh, "Do you want to

•Lt
belong to the sorority?" I said, "Yes, I do ." "Well, why don't you sayt to somebody, 'I'd like to
be a member of the sorority?'" I said, "Well, I thought they would choose you." She said, "Not
all the time. You have to go out there and make them notice you. You're, you're just one person
out of that whole freshman class and unless you put forth some effort, they're not going to notice
you." SQ I went back to school and I started making friends with some of the persons I thought
could help me in. And after I got in I worked very hard to see that their programs were put over.
AB: Sounds as if your mother was a very wise lady.
TM: She was. She was brilliant. Now she would -- if she had had the opportunities that my

daddy had, she would have been equal to him because she, she knew a lot about rearing children
and seeing that they got what they needed and with the boys, I never saw her lay her hand on a
boy. All she'd do -- they'd come in late at night or if they'd do something she didn't like, she'd
cry. [chuckles] And they'd put their arms up, "Mama, just don't cry. We won't, I won't do that
any more. I won't do it, just don't cry." [chuckles]
RW-N: Mrs. McDaniel, um, talking about your mother reminds me that I don't know whether we

know how much education your mother had?
TM: Mama only a 60, grade.
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RW-N: And perhaps you did tell us. (TM: Uh-huh) That sounds familiar, but I wasn't sure.
TM: She'd only gone to the 6th grade. And she met my father through the church, little place

called Shady Grove. It was halfway between Whitetown where Papa was born and uh, Pelham,
North Carolina. And they came to Shady Grove to church and that's where they met. And uh,
Papa was about 4 years older than Mama, you know, he, he was along in school. And uh, Mama
was pretty. She, she -:- I think you can tell from that picture she was pretty. And he was, he said
..
he fell in love with her the 1st time he saw her. And he made up his mind he was going to have
her. So they married within 2 or 3 years after that just from meeting at church on Sundays.
RW-N: And she encouraged you then to be more forward, to put yourself out a little bit more for

the things that you wanted .
TM: WelJ, she'd always said if you want it, you have to get out there and work for it. She always

said that to me. "If you want to belong to the sorority --" Back then the sorority was so
important to me at school. Uh, Emma Barnes, I don't think you knew her, she was from
Charleston. She was in the sorority. And another girl, I can't think -- anyway but they were, they
were in the sorority at the time. And she said, "Now you know Emma, you, you let Emma know
what you want. And then you let this other girl know what ... " -- Dr. Waynesborough's I believe
it was, and she said, "Let her know that you want to go in the sorority. That's the only way
you're going to get there." So I remember that they were having meetings o~T°rls so the Deltas
had a meeting of the girls and somebody took me into the Delta meeting. And Emma was coming
down the walk, the hall, and she looked and she saw me. She said, "Thelma White, come out of
there . You don' t belong in there. Come right out of there." I just meekly got up and went on
out. [chuckles]
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RW-N: How was your mother to herself? Was she (TM: Mama was .. .) outgoing? Did she

speak up much for herself?
TM: No, Mama was all for her family . She, she had, uh, ha.d opportunity to meet -- to marry 2

men. One was Mr. Gough. Now Mr. Gough went to D.C. with Mordecai Johnson and he
married a lady that worked at the, at the college and that left her out. Then the other man was
Tad Hale and he had 8 children and uh he came over and said, "Now, Mattie, we ought to put
these children together, your 4 and my 8. That's 12 children. You could stay home with the
children and I'd do the work." And Mama said, "Tad, your children would eat my children alive."
They were real feisty, real fighters and we were not allowed to fight. She said, "No, you'd better
go over there and get Mamie Hale." Mamie Hale's husband had died. Papa, Papa died, Mamie
Hale died, and Lyde Hale died all around the same time. And that left Tad without a wife and
Mama without a husband . And he thought that would be a good, she said, "No, sir. Your
children would eat mine alive." [chuckles] Said, no . So she never -- she after -- I think she
would've married Mr. Gough, but after he left, I think that was it.
RW-N : Do you think your mother was shy?
TM: Yes, very. She was.
RW-N: And among the children then, among you and your siblings, were you the most shy?
TM : I wasn't shy around them . (RW-N: No, but I mean ... ) I was a bully. [chuckles)
RW-N: You were, you were bossy around them you told us.
TM: Oh yeah, being the oldest. No, I think I was just shy, but Marian was very forward . She

was very sure.
AB: How do you account for that difference between you and Marian when you when you grew
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up in the same circumstances?
TM: I don't; I never could quite understand it. I just figured it was the genes or something. I

don't know what, but Marian was entirely different. Her, her attitude, her everything was
different from mine. We didn't, we didn't see eye to ...
AB: And that was always from small child? (TM: Yes) up.

TM: All the time. M;:1.rian was a book, bookworm. Mama would go off to work and she'd leave
laundry for us to do or dishes to do or cleaning to do and it had to be done before she got back at
5 or 5:30. She'd sit out on the porch and read her book. ..
AB: This is Marian?

TM: Yeah. And I'm in there working, trying to get things done. Then near the time for Mama to

come, sh~' d jump up and come in the house and get busy. When Mama would come, she'd find
her busy doing her -- (chuckles] And she'd think that she'd been working hard and Marian had
been reading a book or something all day long.
RW-N : And you didn't read as much as Marian?
TM: No, no I never was a good, good reader. She, she was a major in English and she was an

excellent reader. She took after my daddy that way. I took after Mama. Mama did, didn't do
much reading and whatnot. I was a, pretty slow as far as academic stuff was concerned.
RW-N: Did you have a lot of books in your house? I know

No, .:t fl! IM·m be,-

TM:

Lmy Pa -

iol..( .Stt.'td ~our .fu¾1'fr sold them.

my father bought books, but it was Up from Slavery, and Paul Lawrence Dunbar,

and black books, you know. We had, we had no library as such. (RW-N: Mmm-hrnm) We had
very little.
RW-N: When you look back on your life, at the events in your life, the things that happened, the
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decisions you made in your life, which ones stand out as really important in changing your life in
some way or perhaps none do?
TM: Well, I think maybe, the most outstanding thing that I did was my selection of school. I had

an opportunity to go to Howard and I stuck to State. And I think, I've never regretted it, never.
I was always glad. I think that's one big decision that I made that I'm, I was very proud of

because Howard then was a big school for blacks. And State was my size. I mean, I could take
care of that.
RW-N : So you think that was a better fit for you (TM: Yes.) to be at State?
TM: Yes, uh-huh. Yes -- I think I made a good choice.
RW-N : Are there things that you look back on in your life you regretted or would have

improved?
TM: I've only, only regretted one thing. I want this off the record.
RW-N: Oh -- so [tape stopped] What are the things that you, um, especially are proud ofin your

life or that you feel good about?
TM: Well, I, I feel good that I was able to serve as a schoolteacher for 59 years and ...
RW-N : That was 39, right, 30, 49?
AB: 59.
TM 59 years.
AB: 59 years.

RW-N: 59 years.
TM: Yes, mmm-hmm. They, they, I was very proud of the fact that I served that long and in all

that time I don't remember any serious trouble with any parent. You know, then, the parents
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would be on you, you know, if you didn't do like they want. Now the -- I don't remember any -Only when I first started teaching at Boyd, they put me in the fifth grade and I had Jack Norman
in that class, at that age, you know, they were all bright students. And uh, they gave me a fit
sometimes. Mr. Boyd came up and said, "Do you want this job?" And I said, "Yes, sir." But he
said, "You don't act like it because if you don't do better, I'll have to tell them that you can't
handle it." So then I started going home, and he says, "Go home with these children." Then you
went home with the children. "Go home with these children and find out what the mother, how
the mother feels about deportment. Make some notes, and decide the leaders and how you can
conquer this cause this is bedlam in here." So I started out by going every week, I'd go home
with one of-- the boys were the ones, like Jack Norman and uh, the Evans boy and uh, that, that
little group. So I went home, and of course, I didn't have to do anything but talk to Mrs. Norman
over the telephone and she said, "You come over here and we will talk about it." She helped me
a lot. And little by little, I got -- and I learned how you must teach, treat these children. Then
you went home with the child. And I remember taking Bobby Evans home and his mother had 7
children and she said to me, "Miss White, he is the last of my 7 children. I have gone through all
this with my children and I'm tired. Now you do anything you want to do with him, just don't kill

him." [laughter] I laugh and talk when I see him now at that, "Just don't kill him. But I don't
want; I don't want to hear another word. Don't tell me." [coughs] Anybody else want water?
[tape stopped] [inaudible]
RW-N: So you feel good about all your years of teaching. (TM: Yes, I do. I was ... ) And, um,

you also have on the table, and I have picked it up and I'm reading, a certificate of achievement
awarded to Thelma McDaniel. The League Teens of the Charleston Woman's Improvement

87

League salute their longest acting president and uh this is dated February l 6t1i, 1997, by the
president of the League Teens.
AB : So.we were reading the certificate of achievement uh from the League Teens. So is it fair to

say that in addition to your work teaching that you feel good about your work with the League?

TM: Oh, yes. And I, it was so interesting if you'll notice, and uh, I think I, you've seen the
picture where my daughter was Little Miss League. W~ll, Mrs. Spaulding bought the clubhouse
in 19 and 40, but we had to meet the payments, you know. So I was in the club and I said, "Well,
let's have, have a contest." And we had members in there who had children the age of Maurine
and girls -- like Dr. Morris had 2 little girls. And the, Mrs. Nelson had 1 little girl and Ted Phillips
had a little girl. And so we had about 7 or 8 little girls in the club and I said, "Let's take our little
girls and have a Little Miss League contest." And uh, so that's how they start this, this
organization started. And then after the contest was over, we said, "Well, what a shame to just
have the contest and let it go. Let's make an organization out of it." So then we started that
organization, the Little, uh, uh, the Little Miss League. And then the, then after they got to be
teenagers, they got too big for the children corning in. That's how they had the League Teens.
And the League Teens and the Polly Pi,f- •fails went to, we went to New York, we went to, uh,
D.C. , and we went to see the automobiles made and uh -- what was the headquarters for making
Ford?
AB: In Detroit.

TM: Detroit, Detroit. And we went every summer. We would get on the bus and head -- we
went to Luray Caverns at one time and we'd get on the bus and make a trip . Every summer we'd
take those girls on some kind of tour. And they, they really enjoyed it.
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AB: So as you look back on your life, uh, do you feel pretty satisfied with, with your life?

TM: I, I'm very happy with it. I see holes in it that I'd like to have done better, but on the whole

I, I stayed pretty much in the path that I'm sure my daddy would approve, approve of. I stayed in
the church; I've been singing in the choir since 19 and 38 . And I had a student here just last week
who I taught and she was one of the speakers here and she stood up and she said, "I can't believe
th

that Mrs. McDaniel is still trying to sing. [chuckles] She taught me in the 5 grade and there she is
singing in the choir." And I ....
RW-N : You're still, you're still active in several things?
TM: Oh, yeah. I still stay very active in the sorority, active in the League, active in the church. I

stay busy.
RW-N :, And what do you see the next years bringing you?
TM: Crutches. [laughter]
RW-N: Crutches.
TM: Rocking chair. No, I hope I'm never -- people don't want to believe that I'm 87 years old.

A lot of them say, "You just don't look like you're 87." But and I, you know, certainly don't act
like it. I said, "No, you don't treat me like it because you're always wanting me doing
something." (RW-N: Yeah.) And if you say, "If you know I'm that old, why do you say you do
so and so?" Now, I, as long as I have my mind, and I can feel it going -- as long as I have my
mind and the energy, I'd rather be doing something. I don't think -- I can't stand to sit.
RW-N: So you're going right ahead and participating, continuing to participate in these activities.
TM: Oh, yeah. I go, I go to every meeting of the sorority, every meeting of the League, and I

don't miss a rehearsal in choir, and I go to church every Sunday so that's my path .
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RW-N : Have you been, are you satisfied with the kind of parent you were and still are?
TM: I, I think I could have done a better job with Maurine. I think I was just too protective. I, I
didn't let her do as she -- I think, I think she could have done it on her own, but I was, she's all I
had. And after Frank died at -- that just made me even more protective.
RW-N : And she was in high school then? [?e,._
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TM: Yes, uh-huh. And if she, if, ifl hadn't been so protective, maybe she would have been a
little bit more outgoing. But she does a very good job. She's a, a, over the museum that Bill
Cosby gave them 20 million dollars to build and she is the director of it. And uh, she does -- the
only thing I'm so sad about is she never married . She had 2 or 3 friends, but it never developed
anyway. And I said .. . .
RW-N : Why are you~ sad about that?
TM: Well, I wanted grandchildren. And she said, "Now Mother, you know I can get the
grandchildren." [chuckles] I hope, baby, please don't, I don't want it like that. I want you to
marry and have children. If you're not going to marry, forget it. [chuckles]
AB : Do you get to see her very often?

TM : I try to see her at least twice a year. She comes home in the summer. I go there at
Christmas. (RW-N: Mmm-hrnm) Now she didn't get to come this summer because she had a
convention at the time that she was planning to come, she had to go. They sent her to New York
to some convention for the school. So she travels a lot.
RW-N: And when you go there do you fly?
TM: Yes. Not that I like it, but I -- that's the only way I can get there.
RW-N : Do you talk on the telephone much?
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TM: Oh, yeah. If I don't talk to her at least once or twice a week, she'll call me. We, we talk at

least twice a week. I remember last week -- the week before last, I called her and she has an
rd

answering service, so she answered and I told her -- so after I called the 3 time, I said, "Maurine,
you're frightening me now, where are you? Why didn't you call me?" [chuckles] So the very next
day, she called me, she says, "Mama, I had a chance to go to a resort ." Somewhere with a friend
of hers and uh, said, "It was on the spur of the moment and I didn't think about calling you and I,
I know I should have." But I, I couldn't find her for 3 or 4 days and I was frantic. Because that's
all I have. All. She' s all I have.
RW-N : When you look back on your life, how do you see your life? Um, let me give you some

examples of what other people say, we're talking about the big picture. (TM: Mmm-hmm) Um,
some people say that it's kind of been a smooth path and it's gotten better, and some say it's
smooth and it's gotten worse, and others say it's been very bumpy. Um, others might say that
their life is like, like a book with different chapters in it and different chapters are very different
than others. How do you see yours?
TM: I, I have -- I am very fortunate, I think, I've never been without. I've never had to go

without. I mean, I'd had, I may not have had as much as I wanted of something when I was
smaller, but I never had to go without. You know, a lot of children, they don't have shoes or they
don't have this, they can't go this place because they don't have them . I never remember a time
that I couldn't do what I wanted to do so I've been very fortunate. I think I've had a good life. I
couldn't -- I can't complain. I could have improved on it in several places I know, but as a whole,
on a whole, I think I've had a very good life.
RW-N : Are there some years that were especially good when you look back on it?
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TM : I think, uh, they were, my best life, my best time in life was when Frank and I married and
had Maurine. That particular area of my life was just very, very happ~ [iR.Weiblol And I never
understood why I didn't have more than 1 child. I don't remember ever trying to keep from
having it. It just didn't happen, but uh, I, I just think of ... .
RW-N : So it would have been okay if you had had ....
TM: Yeah, oh, yeah. I would loved to have had another child. But I didn't so, uh, I don't know
why, but I -- except I was old when I had Maurine, so maybe I was too old.
RW-N: During those years, your husband worked in the post office, you were a teacher.
(TM: Yes) Did you have a very active social life? Did you ....
TM : Very. Frank was very active. He belonged to his fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity. He
belonged :to Bachelor Benedict Club of men.
RW-N: I'm sorry, would you say that again?
TM: Bachelor Benedict.
AB : Bachelor.

RW-N : Benedict?
TM: Uh-huh, that was a club they had. He belonged to a lodge and uh, he belonged to a golf
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affairs. That meant that I got to go, you know. (RW-N: Yes)

And I belonged to a lot of affairs so we had a good social life, very good .
RW-N: Now in your, in your parents' marriage, your father was very dominant in the early years.
(TM: Yes, yes) In your marriage, was it, was anyone particularly dominant?
TM: Well, Frank, Frank was very, he was very positive in what he wanted and I knew where the
line was, you know . But we didn't have any arguments much over what should be done because I
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knew he was a strict disciplinarian with Maurine. I didn't agree with some of the things he
insisted on, but I, I wouldn't cross him because I just said, "Suppose he's right," but it seems to
me that's just a little harsh, you know. But we never had any misunderstanding over it because
she loved him dearly. So whatever papa said was it. She loved daddy, she called him. She loved
him dearly so there's no, nothing. We got along just fine . It was, it was, it wasn't bad at all.
AB : In your years of teaching and working with the church and the League Teens and whatnot,

you came in touch with a lot of black young people (TM: Yes.) over the years. How do you feel
about young people today versus earlier?

TM: Um, I feel very sad to look at the children now. I think the fact that they are so far apart,
see, before we were all together at Boyd and at Gamet and you could, you got a good picture of
everybody so if, if, if a child started to have a party she'd have to select the persons to come to
her party. Nowadays it's hard to get; you know, she's -- you, you hear very few young people
are having parties. We had a lot of parties for our children because they couldn't go other places.
So, uh, at, I think the children now are missing out on a lot of things that we had. We had a lot of
protection, we had a lot of direction, and we did things for them . Now it's so general and it's so
out there -- a few of us here and a few ofus there and a few of us, that you don't have any, any
togetherness.
AB: So that sense of community you think is gone.

TM: Yeah.
RW-N: Had you noticed the .. .
END OF TAPE 2 - SIDE 2
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BEGINNING OF TAPE 3 - SIDE 1
rd

AB : This is Ancella Bickley speaking. This is the 2nd tape. (Should be 3 tape.] Rita WicksNelson and, uh, Ancella Bickley at the home of Mrs. Thelma McDaniel, September 16th , 1999.
We were talking, Mrs. McDaniel about young people and the changes that, uh, have taken place.
Do you think that, uh, or how do you feel about integration of the schools and neighborhoods and
communities?
TM: I, I think, uh, it had to come. There wasn't any way to get rid of it, but I do think that our

black children are left behind on many things because there's so few of them in each area. And
there are not very many children to get together with and have things. And then with my -- I
remember my daughter used to say all the time, "The children have many parties, but they never
inchude me." When she went out to George Washington she was very, very unhappy because out
there there were only 4 black children when she went out there. And she left downtown at
Charleston High School . When we moved on South Hills, she had to go to, uh, George
Washington. And she was just one, the only black student in her, her class. There were 2 boys
out there, uh, they were very friendly to her, and one other boy that I never knew. But uh, there
were only 4 of those children. And they had parties and whatnot, but the black children were not,
never included.
A B: So you think that the integration of the schools had some negative consequences?

TM : Yes, I do, I do, I do. I do think they have, but I think it had to happen because we couldn 't

have gotten as far as we did unless we were on the same level, I really do. I think, I think it had
to happen, but our children are not as close as they used to be because of the distance between
schools. They don't even know each other's names, you know, and whatnot. Cause they go to
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school way over here and you go over here and there are just a few of us in each place.
AB : What about the parents? Do you think that the parents have changed in their way they relate

to their children at all?
TM: I, I really don't know, really, when you get away, see I consider myself away from it now.

From the way I see it, the parents are not into it like we were. We were into all the PT A s. We
went to the parties. We went, we did, we, we were there. But I think now the children probably
don't even go to plenty of the things they have at school because there are so few of them and
they, they don't like being there alone, you know. So I don't think they, I don't think they take
part in everything like we did. (AB : Mmrn-hmm) The only place that they, that the blacks really
stand out in our school is in sports. They do, they do stand out in sports.
RW-N: When you talk about the, um, black students that are being spread out in a way, that also

implies, at least indirectly, that they will spend, be spending more time with white kids. How do
you, um, feel about interracial marriages?
TM: I'm very much against it, but I think the time's gonna come when you have nothing to say

about it. I mean it's gonna happen. If you go to a school and you ' re I in a classroom of 20 and
you ' re the only black, well, now when they give a party, uh, unless you can find a black one to go
with you, you, if you go to the party, you're going to be in with the rest of them and uh people
like different people for different things. There are plenty of persons who like you because you
are black; there ' s -- you're different, you know. And uh, you do things different and they like
what you do . And when you can turn around, you 've got a white boyfriend when you really
weren ' t looking for one.
RW-N What do you see as not so good in interracial marriages? You say you ' re against them,
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why would that be bad?

TM: I don't, I don't, let's just, I'm just prejudiced. I am. I've seen so many men though think, I,
I didn't -- ifl were growing up now I'm sure I wouldn't have this feeling. Maurine doesn't. She,
she really has, she's very upset. I think I told you about the, the mural (RW-N: You have, mmrn-

hmm) up at George Washington. She won't go to the reunions or anything. She, she said, "I
don't have any reason to go back to George Washington ever." She's very, very bitter.
AB: But beyond that, in her life, uh, race doesn't have much influence?

TM: Now where she is at Spelman, it's largely black. So she's right in her element and she's at
the top . See, she's the supervisor of that museum and she's in the top group. So she has nothing
to worry about.

AB:! Um -- oh, I wanted to ask about the library. Um, in, in the days before integration, black
children could not go to the public library.

TM: No, uh, no sir, you had, you had a little, uh, library in Gamet. That's, that's where you had
to go .

AB: That was the public library though?

TM: That was the public library for black people. Now if you happened to go to Gamet and you
wanted a book that was in the library, the white library, the, the librarian there could get it for
you. But many of the books were not there cause it was a small place. But you couldn't go
down to the library and, and check out a book, no.
AB: Mmm-hmm. So there was a totally separate black life in Charleston?

TM: Yes.
AB: But you weren't, you, except for the buses and whatnot, there was no segregation on the
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busses in Charleston?
TM: As I remember it, I, I rode the bus so little, as I remember, I don't ever remember having to

sit at a certain place. I know on the train when we went to from Charleston to Pelham, we had to
sit in, in a separate coach when I was just a little girl.
AB : In West Virginia?

TM: In, when you got to, when you got on in West Virginia they told you, you could sit

anywhere you wish, but when you get to the Virginia line you have to move. "Why don't you just
sit there anyway." And my mother was the passive kind, she's "Let's just take us a seat back
there where we'll, we, so that we won't have to be moving around." So we never, we didn't have
to in West Virginia.
RW-N : What have we left out? Things that we should have asked you about that we have

forgotten, anything?
TM: Oh, I don't -- I'll think of something way late in the bed. [chuckles]
RW-N :

- And you can always, you know, write that down (TM: Yeah) or send it.

TM: Uh-huh, okay. I can always think of something. You know, when you go back over 87

years, you [chuckles] always recall something, you know.
RW-N : Well, are we ready for [noise, inaudible words] today?
st

TM: [Shows program.] See, we were the 1 black to graduate from Marshall.
RW-N : From?
TM: Marshall, graduate school.
RW-N : Mmm-hmm, right.
TM : My name is right there and Juanita Nelson . And Juanita Nelson was so fair, uh, one of the,
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the professors called her in one day and said, "Why do you run around with that black girl all the
time?" She said, "What black girl?" "That Mrs. McDaniel. Why do you all. .. " She said, "Well,
you know, I'm black." "Oh, no you're not." So Maceo came down one time when we had
something and so she said, "I want you to meet my professor." So she took him over to-and
said to Mr. Walker, "This is my husband." He looked at Maceo." "Oh, hi . . ." He didn't -- he
just looked at him in amazement cause they, she looked so white, you know they -AB: And he was darker.

11.1: Yeah, oh, yeah.

He was my color.

AJ!: Uh-huh. Mrs. McDaniel has just shown us a copy of the summer commencement program
from Marshall College on the 23 rd of August, 1957 at the Keith Albee Theater which was her
graduation from, uh, Marshall with a master of arts degree. And the story that she was just telling
us was about her colleague and across the street neighbor with whom she, uh, went back and
forth to Marshall during the time that they were doing the graduate work for the master's degree.
END OF INTERVIEWS

See NOTE, NOTE 1, and NOTE 2 on the next page.
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NOTE: Fannie Cobb Carter is mentioned on page 9, and elsewhere, in this transcript. Ms.
Carter, born in 1872, lived to celebrate her 100th birthday. Among her achievements: She set up
the teacher training program at the West Virginia Collegiate Institute (now WV State College);
taught at Bluefield State College in WV; became dean and acting president of the National Trade
and Professional School for Women and Girls in Washington, DC. In 1977, she was honored as a
"distinguished servant of mankind" by the Association of Afro-American Life and History.

(American Sampler. West Virginia's African-American Women ofDistinction. Vol. 1. June2002.
Charleston, WV: The Printing Press, Ltd.)

NOTE 1: According to the document entitled PRICE FAMILY REUNION, AUGUST 10-12,
;

1984, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA and a letter from Mrs. McDaniel's nephew, Mr.
Norman Jones, Mrs. McDaniel's grandparents were named Nathaniel and Lucinda (or Lue Cinda)
Price. Nathaniel is reported in the Mormon Archives in Salt Lake as the offspring of Thornton
Price, who had been born into slavery. (Norman Jones' letter states that Mrs. McDaniel had
requested him to contact us.)
Both of the above-mentioned documents are in the Marshall University archives, with this
transcription.

NOTE 2: According to the above-mentioned letter from Norman Jones, Frank McDaniel died on
December 12, 1990. This later date appears consistent with photographs that appear in PRICE
FAMILY REUNION, AUGUST 10-12, 1984, CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA.
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A COPY OF THE BOOKLET PREPARED FOR THE

PRICE fAMIL Y REUNION
AUGUST 10-12, 1984
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA

This was copied from an original booklet provided by Mrs. McDaniel.
The original had a colored cover, and the map of West Virginia appeared
on the back cover.
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Celebrating Our Roots
PRICE FAMILY REUNION
AUGUST 10, 11, 12, 19B4

The known origin of the Price Family goes back to the time just before
slavery ended when LueCinda and Nathaniel came upon the scene.
about 1880.

They married

Before they married, Nathaniel fathered Noah who fathered more

Prices than most.

They settled in Caswell County, North Carolina nine miles

outside of Danville, Virginia.

This is, incidentally, one of the counties

that is talked about extensively, in "Roots" - -- right down the street from
"Ch·i cken George".

Most of Grandfather and Grandmother Price's children stayed

in Caswell County as residents of Pelham, North Carolina.
town, Sandy Grove and Stokesland, Virginia.

Some lived in White-

Six Price children lived in this

area, __the eldest 1-,as Eugene and the youngest was \~ilber.

He was the last of
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the first generation to pas s in 1977.
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There are about thirty grandchildren claiming to be descendants of Nat
and Lue. ;Today the family has spread to places like Charleston, West Virginia,
Detroit, Mi chigan, Pittsburgh and Philadelphia, Pennsylvani a .
Anchorage, Alaska.

One family is in

When the Fourth generation came along, many wouldn't have

known their cousins if they had seen them on the street.

Two of the Jones'

boys, descendants of Marian White and Mattie Price, decided to take a trip
south and look up some of the relatives in 1976.
of the family in Virginia and North Carolina.

They made contact with many

They also contacted some of the

northern descendants in Detroit and Philadelphia.

From their int erest in the

Family's "Roots " we had the first family reunion in Washington, D. C. 1978.
Vernon Jones was the ho st .

Billy Jone s teamed up with J ames Pri ce and Ro sa

Swan to make plans for t he se cond reunion 19 80 1n Danville, Virginia, this being
the family's origin.

It was our largest.

The third one was beautifully carried

out by Beverly and Cullen Mar tin in Ashevill e , North Carolina .
1984 and we are in Charleston, West Virginia.

are more generations coming.
each generation their hi st ory .

Time march es on and there

We are responsible for giving the children of
Hopefully, we will use thi s reunion to share

and reminis~ and enjoy th e Price Family's hi sto ry .
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THE WHITES
Arthur Lee Bedford White and Mattie Cornelia Price were married in Pelham
North Carolina, December 28, ·1910. Arthur, son of a farmer, liked the field
of education, not farming, so, he ~igrated to West Virginia. After earning a
tea ching certificate from West Virginia Collegiate Institute, he taught school
in Glen Ferris. In 1917 he moved his family to Charleston and worked for the
United States Postal Service until his death in 1928.
Of the White-Price union four children were born: Thelma, Marian, John
Arthur, and Richard. It was Arthur's dream to see that his children receive
a college education. Unfortunately, he passed suddenly, leaving Mattie to wor
diligently to carry out his dream.
Through her effort all the children gradu
ated from West Virginia State College.
Thelma, Marian, and John Arthur are
retired school teachers . Richard is a retired Army Lieutenant Colonel.
A. L. B. and Mattie White would be very proud of their nine grandchildren
and seventeen great grandchildren.
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fri _d~y~ _Auy~st _lO,_ 1_984
Registra tion
-------- - ------------- - --------- lleart 0' Town, Holiday Inn
Noon - 5:00 p.111.
1000 W;ishington Street, F.ast
Charleston, West Virginia 25301
Telephone - 343-4661
Dinner

- - - - --------------------- - --- - ----------- John /1. White, Sr. llost
1001 14a<;hi11qton /\venue
lnstit11l:e, West Virginia
Telephone - 768-8290

5:30 p.m .

Scavenger Hunt---- - -- - --------------------- - --7:00 p.111.

5 Tea111s will take ofr from
John's
Stop at the Joneses
1041 Bridge Road
Charleston, West Virginia
Telephone - 342-8905

The llunt Ends with 0essert
~:30 p.111. -- ------- - ----- - - - ----- - ----- - --- - - --

/It the McD,rniels-Prizes /11..,arded
801 lfalnut Road

Charleston, West Virginia
Telephone - 343-7754
Sa turd~y~ A~JlS t 11, 1984
Morning ~- - ---- - -- -- -- - ---- ----- --- - --- - ---- - 9 - 12 Noon

Afternoon--------------- - ----- -- - ------ - ----1 : 00 p. Ill.

Evening------ --- - -- -- - - ----- - -- - - -- ----- -- - - -

Individual Pursuits
Sw i11mi ng, Shopping at the new
Charleston Town Center or
Sightseeing at the State
Capitol (Visit the museum)
ranli ly Picnic at Shawnee Park
in Dunbar near State College
/Ill Spo,·ts available
(Swinrning: Adults $2,50
Children $1. 50
Reception at the Cha1·Jeston
Women's Improvement Club House
1320 Washington Street, East
Charleston, West Virginia
Telephone - 342-5845

SUNDAY, AUGUST 12 , 198 4
Worship at First Ba pt i st Ch urc h
Shrewsbury and Lewi s St r eets
Sunday Sc hool
9:30 a. m.

Ch urc h Service
11 : 00 a . m.
(Mee t in the Fellow ship Hall at 10:45 a .m. )
Dinn e r------- - ---- - - ------ --- - --------- - -- ----- - West Virgini a St ate College
Faculty Loun ge- Di nin g Area
Ta l ent Show after Dinn er
2 : 00 p .m.

1n vita t1uns are bei ny occep t ea for the next Re uni on::::

.,

, an11 1 y l'-lews
Note:

We wrote you asking for family news and received the following information:

Moving on up:--- Beverly and Cullen Martin and their three young sons moved from Asheville,
North Carolina to Fort Washington, Maryland in March,1984. Bev's oldest son,
Billy stayed in Asheville. He is enrolled in Asheville Junior College. Beverly
is an associate with her chum Tempie Liffridge in a Management and Business
Assistance Enterprise called Ensight Incorporated.
Cullen is head engineer
at Guality Motels in the District of Columbia. (Bev. was matron of honor in
Tempie and Richard Liffridge's wadding June 25, 1983). They are all doing well'.
Brenda and Norman Jones moved from Orlando to Apopka, Florida to a new home,
built just for them.
Congratulations to Brenda Dancil Jones who is now a Business Consultant.
She travels extensively, Norman has changed positions from clinical psychology
to Independent Group Therapist Leader and Clinical Expert Advisor.
Dianne and Elmer, now Mr. and Mrs . Barksdale, have purchased a home in
Baltimore, Maryland.
They are teachers in that city's school system. - Their
lovely daughter, Laverne Hawkins, is a junior at Spelman College where she is
in the honors program. She enjoys membership in "The Crusade forChrist," an important ! religious organization on college campuses.
Dr. John A. White, Jr. is the full-fledged owner of his dentistry-complex
building in Detroit, Michigan.
Judy is Manager for Education Data Institute
of Detroit. John and Judy have two fine sons, John III and Brandon. John III
graduated in June from junior high school with honors. Brandon is doing fine
in elementary school.
He is now Attorney Hassan El-Amon'. Congratulations to Hassan and to his
wife, Martha, who was a big inspiration through the whole long hard procedure.
Hassan is holding down a government job and his own office with other legal
associates.
John A. White, Sr. helped to induct his brother, Lt. Colonel Richard V.
White, Sr. into the ROTC Hall of Fame at West Virginia State College, May 10,
1984. To our surprise Dick was the honored dinner-guest speaker for the
occasion. He made us, the Whites, proud and teary - eyed as he expounded on
the subject "I Owe Somebody Something." Don't we all?
Richard's daughter, Dr. Patricia White, Veterinarian, just finished as
an intern at Michigan State. She will open her own office soon. Congratulations, Patty'.
Richard White, Jr. and his lovely wife, Toni Lee, bought a beautiful
home and moved from Atlanta to Decatur, Georgia.
They are both employed by
Delta Airlines. She also dabbles in real estate. They have one very fine
son, Al.
Maurine McDaniel , known as "Akua" in Atlanta, was promoted to an associate professor in the art department at Spelman Coll ege. She received an
award for a painting at West Georgia College in July. She will be leaving .

I
/
l

I

I

for a tour of Egypt. Maurine was given a fellowship to make a documentary
on "Women i nEgypt.
Good luck, Akua'.
11

congratulations are in order for the children of Jackie and William T.
Jones, Jr. Nandie was promoted to the seventh grade after several productive
years in Robert Brent School's gifted and talented program . She earned excellent grades, developed declamatory and acting skills (Hamlet). Modern dance
and playing the flute rounds out her interest.
Son , Agai B. Jones, completed a good school year with very good grades
and his second all star selection as defensive full back in the Capitol Hill
Soccer League.
Sympathy to John A. White, Sr . who lost his wife, Ruby, last September.
We all miss her.
It's off to the World's Fair in New Orleans August 18 for your hosts, John,
Bill, M~rian, and Th~lma. COME GO WITH US'.

I
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CHILDREN I S PICTURES PAGE
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1. Dianne 1•.Jhi te and Beverly Jones

2. Fred Mimms

3. William Jones, Jr. and John White, Jr.
4. Bill J·ones, Jr. and Dianne White

5.

Dianne, Beverly, Johnny and Billy

6. Maurine McDaniel

7. Billy Cummings
8. Dianne

9. Johnny White III
10. Brandon V.fhite

.Price

Beim1 an J 980

page 7

Rosa and Leon Swann
Mable

Jackie, Brenda, Beverly, Maricm and Maurine
Bev, Cullen Martin and family
Billy, Jackie Jones and children
Fred Mirnms
Ra 1oof and Jehari at Grandma Price's tombstone
The McDaniels
_Reunion 1982 page 9
Martha and Vernon and f&mily
Bill and Marion and children
Bill, Jr. and children
Laverne Hawkins
Dianne and Elmer Barksdale
''
John, Akua, Frank, Dtll!l.nne,
and Marion

John, Marian, Hassan, Bill and Bill, Jr.

c1;1El
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1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
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Casa Graziano
L-21
Cheers
1-23
Chesterfield House
V-2 1
The Chilton House
T-25
China Imperial
J-14
Joe Fazio's Italian Rest. H-3
Firehouse No. 4
V-21
Fitzgeralds
J-25
Gino's Pizza & Spaghetti
House Q-6 V-22 A-5
Jose's
J-25
Laury's
J-24
Muldoon's
1-20
Rose City Cafeterias:
In Charleston
1-1 S
In South Charleston W-23
Sterling Restaurant
M-5
· W.Va. State Capitol
Cafeteria
V-21
Windows on the River G-25

LODGING

12

Holiday Inn-See Page 13
Lakeview Inn-See Page 26
Marriott Hotel
G-7
60 West Motel
V-24
Smiley's Motel U-24 & R-23

13
14
15
16
.!.

SHOPPING

DINING AND
ENTERTAINMENT

Heafr

ctf TM)ll

Q,ifl

0 -;ro

Arcade News
1-23
Art's Focus
J-15
The Athlete's Foot
N-9
B & B Loans
H-18
Babe Roberts Pro ShopW-22
Began Shoes-See Page 22
Blenko Glass
see p. 23
Boll Furniture
L-23
Broyles Jewelers
W-22
Cabin Creek Quilts
P-20
Carriage Trade
Needlecraft
W-22
Charleston Department
Store
W-21
Classic Shoe Store
V-23
John E. Cook & SonSee Pg. 22
Custom Squire-See Pg. 22
TI IC 6 :Zili6116
ll I 6
Em bees
·
J-19
Gallery Eleven
P-20
Graphically Speaking
1-23
The Hallway
P-20
Kanawha Glass Co.
V-23
Lalimer's Ltd.-See Pg. 22
Marguerite Maccutcheon
Antiques
Q-1 O
Naturalizer Shoe ShopSee Page 22
Oberlan's-See Page 22
The Peanut Shoppe
J -21
Peck's, Inc.
K-18
The Quality Shop-see p. 22
The Saddle Shop
P-18
Schwabe-May-See Page 22
Stone & Thomas
L-17
Steiger's Fur Shop-seep. 22
The Vogue
K-17
Woodrum's
F-23

~

SIGHTS/RECREATION '~
Carbide Tech Center W-23
Cato Park-See Pg. 27 X-20
Coonskin ParkSee Pg. 27
X-18
Downtown: Civic Center and
Municipal Auditorium E-8
Cultural Center
V-21
Kanawha State Forest V-23
Laidley Field
Y-21
Little Creek Park
W-24
Museums at Sunrise
X-22
Rocklake Pool
V-24
South Charleston Comm.
Center
W-23
State Capitol Complex V-21
Shawnee Park
V,-23
Watt Powell Park
Y-21

SERVICES
Duffy's Cleaners
National Bank of
Commerce
Kanawha Valley Bank

Kanawha Airport
University of
Charleston
West Virginia Public
Radio
West Virginia State
College

22
23
24
25
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909 Devere Drive
Silver Spring, MD 20903
Ms. Rita Wicks-Nelson
5014 Virginia Avenue
Charleston, WV 25304
Ms. Ancella R. Bickley
2016 Quarrier Street
Charleston, WV 25311
April 10, 2001

. Dear Ms. Wicks-Nelson and Ms. Bickley:
I am writing you in response to a request from my Aunt, Thelma McDaniel of 801
Walnut Road, Charleston, West Virginia. She is my mother's (Marian White Jones) older
sister and I am the third of four children born to Marian and William T. Jones. It has
been my lot and my privilege to do a lot of studying of the extended Price and White
families , I have some information I would like to share with you and a few important
correcti<ims to make to information that has previously been recorded that is not factually
correct. I am most concerned that any data that is archived be as accurate as possible. I
also would like to expand the view of my Aunt to include how she is seen from
generations who came after her starting with "none of us have ever thought of or viewed
either my mother, Marian or Thelma as being the least bit shy.'; In fact, the general view
is that Mattie C. Price White, my grandmother, Aunt Thelma and my mother, Marian,
formed a powerful threesome that pretty much ruled the White family. If the three of
them agreed on something it was done. No questions asked. But then I am getting ahead
of myself.
Factually, here are the ancestors as we have researched them (myself and younger
brother, Hassan El-Amin, formerly Vernon Jones). The oldest know Price ancestor is a
man by the name of Thornton Price born in slavery in North Carolina in 1815.
According to documents at the Mormon Archives in Salt Lake City, Utah, Thornton
married Susan circa 1840 and one of their offspring was Nathaniel Price who was
Thelma's maternal grandfather. Nathaniel was born in 1852 and died in the 1940's I
believe. He had at least two wives and many descendants by each. We are descendants of
the union between Nathaniel and Lucinda Hodges Price, born 1856 (Lucinda lived well
into her nineties and I remember her having been born in 194 7). I believe she died about
1952 or 53. Mattie, the mother of Thelma (and Marian) was born in 1886 and married
Arthur White whp was also born in 1886. Arthur died in 1928 at the age of 42. We do
not have accurate information about Arthur's lineage except that his father's name was
Sam White.
Aunt Thelma's husband, Frank McDaniel died December 12, 1990.

I also think it is important for you to understand the immeasurable impact that Aunt
Thelma had and still has on all the family offspring down through the generations of both
males and especially females . She is seen as a pioneering woman who set a very high
standard of excellence and expects nothing less. Many of her great nieces and nieces in
law are close to in-awe of her achievements and her current activities. We all wanted her
approval and could always count on her to be present at any important event even if it
meant traveling long distances. She was always the one to take family pictures and I can
still spend hours just going through her many scrapbooks which are a veritable pictorial
history of Black Charleston over the last 50 years. Also there are very few organizations
that did what the Charleston Woman's Improvement League did for the children of the
community and it has paid tremendous dividends. It may be difficult to see these
dividends because the fluit are spread all over the country and even the world. They
include a physician who spent a significant portion of his life in Nigeria, a man who was
recently appointed as the first Muslim judge in Maryland; a high-ranking official in the
US Dept of State; one of only two African American Mercedes-Benz dealers in the US;
one of the top African American art historians in the nation; and many, many more that I
don't know about or don't come to mind right now. And this story has not yet ended. It's
really just beginning. What I am really saying is that to know Mrs. Thelma White
McDaniel, she has to be seen from at least three generations, the one before, the one she
is a part of and the one after and even more.
By the way, remember her story about Howard University and how she could not go at
first because the family did not have the money so she attended WVA State and loved it
so much she didn't want to leave. Well by the time I came along, I only wanted to go to
Howard and I graduated from that university. This reminds me of one other important
correction. Aunt Thelma's only daughter, Maurine, now Akua, attended Ohio University
(not Ohio State) in Athens after going to Spelman for two years. While there she pledged
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorrority as had all the women in the family up to that time. She
became friends with and introduced me to the woman who would become my wife. Life
can be mysterious.
There is, of course, much more to this story, but it may not be part of your story so I will
stop here. Feel free to include as much or as little of this as you wish in your
presentations. I love this stuff and can go on and on. Thanks for your good work and I
wish both of you well it getting it published. I would also be interested in reading any
boGk that comes out of your efforts.
Sincerely,

~~.
Norman Leigh Jones
301-439-0024
email: takestwol0iworldnet.attnet
cc :

Thelma McDaniel

THE CHARLESTON WOMAN'S IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE
ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET PROGRAM

Selected pages from the program provided by Mrs. McDaniel.
Her daughter, Dr. Maurine A. McDaniel, was the guest speaker at the
banquet; a biographical sketch appeared on page 28 and is included here.
Among the interesting material included here are a history of the league and
a brief sketch of Mrs. McDaniel (p.38).
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THE CHAlltESTON WOMAN'S
IMPROVEMENT l.EAfiUE
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OR. MAURINE A. MCDANIEL
GUEST SPEAffl
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GREETINGS

A dream realized _... a vision continued. This is how the members of
the Charleston Woman's Improvement League feel as we celebrate
one hundred years as an organization.
Greetings and welcome to our program. We thank each of you for
attending and appreciate the support and encouragement that you
have given us over the years. It has been your support of our
programs and activities that has made the celebration of these many
anniversaries possible.
As .League members, we are proud of our organization and of our
accomplishments both past and present. We believe
our longevity can be attributed to the strong foundation
from our founders ....
our success to the devotion and hard work of our past
and current members ....
our future to the talent and commitment to community
betterment of our new members.
We are, especially, excited about this anniversary program as we
honor these one hundred women who have given of their time and
talent to serve their community, church, neighborhood, family and
friends. These are women who, although are not League members,
embody our motto "Lifting As We Climb".
We again thank each of you for attending this evening's program
and invite you to enjoy our 100 th anniversary celebration.

Jo Ellen Flagg,
President

THE CHARLESTON WOMAN'S IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE, INC.
100 YEARS: DESTINED FOR GREATNESS (1898 -1998)

The Charleston Woman's Improvement League was organized on January 20, 1898
by nine women of vision who wanted to improve the social, cultural, educational and
civic life of African-Americans in the Kanawha Valley. The group patterned its
organization and structure after the National Association of Colored Women's Clubs
and selected as its living motto "LIFTING AS WE CLIMB".
The League's founders were women of good character who were committed to the
Clubs's purpose and ideals. They were prominent Charleston women such as
Blanche Jefferies Tyler, the first president, Mattie V. Lee, Fannie Cobb Carter, Nan
Lou Stephenson, Mary Kimbrough, Mary L. Clark, Ammie Hopkins, Sarah and
Rebecca Bullard .
In the early decades of the century, the League concentrated on sponsoring
cultural enrichment activities and programs as it showcased outstanding AfricanAmerican !eaders and distinguished artists of the era. Such personalities as
Booker T. !Washington, Kelly Miller and P. L. Prattis, editor of the Pittsburgh Courier
were featured speakers .
During the 1930's health and child welfare concerns became the important
priorities for League members. Activities included purchasing hospital beds for
African-American patients and providing eye glasses, shoes and clothing for the less
fortunate .
In 1940, under the leadership of President Jane Morrow Spaulding , the League
acquired the Club House at 1320 Washington Street, East. During the next several
years, members worked very hard to complete the purchase of the property and to
established the Club House as a permanent base of operations.
The 1950's and 1960's were dedicated to working with young women as the
League established the Polly Pigtails Club. These were daughters of League
members and other pre-teen girls from the community. The "Little Miss League
Contest", presentation of plays and special trips to cities such as New York,
Washington, D. C. and Detroit were some of the activities of the group.
During the 1970's and 1980's, the League added the civic issues of the day to its list
of concerns. It also expanded its policy on the use of the Club House which made it
more accessible to outside organizations. The Club House is now a regular meeting
place for many civic, social, fraternal and youth groups. It is also a favorite site for
recreational activities for individuals, families and organizations .
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As the League completes the 1990's, it maintains its commitment to promote and
improve the educational, cultural and social life of the community. The League
is pro-active for civic betterment and tries to provide networking opportunities for
its members and other community women. The League supports the programs of
other organizations on both a local and national level and is in the process of
completing a Golden Heritage membership to the NAACP.
The League continues to work with young women to provide guidance through
mentorship with members and opportunities for advance learning through its
yearly scholarship awards . Following the original group of Polly Pigtails and
League Teens, the League supported the Xino Club of the National Sorority of Phi
Delta Kappa for the years it was active. The League's teen club was re-organized
several years ago. Highlights of their activities have been programs at a nursing
home, recognition of people and organizations during Black History Month, a salute
to mothers and several social events .
As we look to the beginning of the next one hundred years, one of he League's
projects is the renovation of the Washington Street Club House. Basic external
repairs and the addition of a handicapped accessible ramp at the Jacob Street
entrance are in process . The League acknowledges and thanks the Mayor's Office
for Economic Development - Block Grant Funds and the Charleston Urban Renewal
Authority for financial assistance in these projects. Funds from this anniversary
program and upcoming events will be used for the next phase of the renovation
which is the updating of the building interior and furniture .
League women have always strived to be role models and friends to each other
as well as to women in the community. The League gratefully acknowledges the
contributions of past members both living and deceased and the dedication and
commitment of current members. Special recognition should go to Daisy Alston,
Alice Clark, Alice Dexter, Mary Dews, Jane Dunlap, Frances Hale, Marian Jones,
Thelma McDaniel and Ruby Twist who have been members for more than twentyyears.
In closing out these one hundred years, this generation of members is proud
to be a part of the Charleston Woman's Improvement League. Our hope is to
use our past as the building blocks of the future .
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FOUNDERS

Women with a dream ... Women of vision ...
Women of courage ... Women of spirit
Women dedicated to the betterment of their
community, the founders of the Charleston
Woman's Improvement League:

Blanche Jefferies Tyler
Mattie V. Lee
Fannie Cobb Carter
Nan Lou Stephenson
Mary L. Clark
Mary Kimbrough
Amy Hopkins
Sarah Bullard
Rebecca Bullard

The Charleston Woman's Improvement League wishes to
remember and pay tribute to our many deceased members.
Each was a valued and cherished member; each made an
important contribution to our organization. We, especially,
extend sympathy to the family of Phyllis D. Curry who
passed this year. Mrs. Curry will be missed as she always
worked very hard to make our programs and projects successful.

League Founders

Blanche Jeffries

Nan Lou Stephenson

Mary Clark

7

Jo Ellen Flagg grew up on the East End, attending Boyd
School and Garnet High School. Her college and professional
education was from West Virginia Wesleyan College Case Western
Reserve University and the University of Wisconsin. Jo iHen
worked In libraries In Ohio and Missouri before returning-home to
supervise extension services and branch libraries for the Kanawha
County Public Library System. She retired from the Library in June
1997. Jo Ellen Is a member of Simpson Memorial United Methodist
Church and several organlzaions, including the Henry Highland
Garnett Foundation and Soroptimist International of Charleston,
West Virginia. She serves as a board member for the Mattite v. Lee
Home, Charleston Economic and Community Development
Corporation and East End Revitalization Council. She became a
member of the Leage In 1986 and has served as president since the
1993-94 club year.

PAST PRESIDENTS
MRS. BLANCHE JEFFERIES TYLER
MRS. G. W. MUSE

MRS. JUANITA W. NELSON

MISS SARAH F. BULLARD

MRS. VIOLA COSBY

MRS. LEOTA CLAIRE

MRS. MILDRED BRADY

MRS. NINA GAMBLE

MRS. DAISY ALSTON

MRS. MARY B. CLARK

MRS. ANNASTINE GILMER

MRS. MARION H. LOVE

MRS. MARIAN W. JONES

MRS. JANE M. SPAULDING

MRS. BETTY 0. TATE

MRS. THELMA W. MCDANIEL

MISS JO ELLEN FLAGG
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acqueline Morris, Jean Iris Nelson, Nancy Clementi,
•
,
Sylvia Phillips, Carolyn Morris,Maurine McDaniel - Little Miss League
May I extend my heartfelt CONGRATULATIONS to ALL of You at
THE CHARLESTON WOMAN'S IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE ON THIS
100th ANNIVERSARY of your founding. I commend you on your work
with the community and join the celebration of your long history of
service.
Norma Boling-Rogers
Hercules, California
Happy 100th Anniversaryll I really appreciated the Charleston Woman's
Improvement League. Thank you, for the wonderful times we shared.
Occupation: Judy D. Smith-Union Carbide Corp. My husband Zeb Smith
works for the New Jersey, Power Company. We have two daughters,
Zeborah E. Smith 18, and Zarah E. Smith 16. Zeborah Is a freshman at
Morgan State in Baltimore, Maryland and Zarah Is a Junior at Franklin High
School.
Judith D. Smith
Somerset, New Jersey

~----------------_-_-_--:_-_-...:11..::..r,-_-_-_-_-_-:_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_--:___....._..._

I owe much to my affiliation with the Polly Pigtails and League Teens.
They were most instrumental in my development into the person I ,m today.
Many of my personal assets, along with an abundance of qualities that have
led to my present success in life, were ingrained in me during my clu.b
years. One major asset that originated through my club experiences was
the capacity to interact well with others. Other qualities that have added to
my individual well being and lifetime successes are the acquisition of
personal poise, cultural enlightment, and basic skills in etiquette and social
decorum. All of the above attributes were formulated during my club years.
The Polly Pigtails and League Teens will forever hold a special place in my
hea~. They truly helped me to be "all that I could be."
Edithe R. Byers

I, Janice Davis Young, was Little Miss League of 1959. I am employed
as West Virginia State College Library Archies Assistant My daughter,
Tracey, was a recipient of a scholarship from the Charleston Woman's
Improvement League while at Central State University.
I wish the Charleston Woman's Improvement League continued success. I
will never forget my Saturdays as a child knowing I had something special
to do at the Charleston Woman's Improvement League. I enjoyed the
learning experiences, the trips and the special times we shared there. We
were truly like sisters. "Together."
Happy 100th Anniversary!!
Thank you

BEST WISHES for a successful One Hundredth
Anniversary celebration.

Mrs. Della Brown Hardman, Andrea L. Taylor and Faith T. Kinard
Oak Bluffs, MA

MAURINE A. McDANIEL, Ph.D.
Maurine "Akua" McDaniel is currently an Associate Professor of art history at
Spelman Co1lege and the Interim Director of the Spelman College Museum of Fine Art in
Atlanta, Georgia. She has also served as the visual arts consultant and chief curator for
the National Black Arts Festival since 1990.
A native of Charleston, W.Va., Dr. McDaniel is the daughter of former League
President, Thelma McDaniel and the late Frank F. McDaniel. The Charleston Woman's
Improvement League has been an influential factor in her life since the age of five when she
became the organization' s first "Little Miss League." Dr. McDaniel was also one of the
original members of the Polly Pigtail Club and the League Teens. After graduating from
George Washiqgton High School, she entered Spelman College then transferred at the end
of her sophomore year to Ohio University where she received her Bachelor of Fine Arts
degree. Dr. McDaniel later received a Masters of Fine Arts from
her baccalaureate
I
institution and in 1994 completed her Ph.D. in art history and interdisciplinary studies at
Emory University in Atlanta. Over the years, she has taught art history at several institutions
including Loyola University, Northeastern University, Roosevelt University and School of
the Art Institute in Chicago.
In her capacity as an art historian, Dr. McDaniel has written numerous articles on the
subject of African American art and is the nation's leading scholar on the life of portrait
painter, Edwin Augustus Harleston. In her role as museum director, she was responsible for ·
the inaugural exhibition which marked the opening of the new Camille Olivia Hanks Cosby
Academic Center, a gift to Spelman College from Drs. William and Camille Cosby, Jr. In
addition to this exhibition, Dr. McDaniel served as one of the chief organizers of the highly
acclaimed art show, Bearing Witness: Contemporary Works by African American Wom en
Artists, which will be traveling nationally through 1999. She is currently working on a book
about Edwin Harleston and researching materials for an arti cle on the life of arti st Selma
Burke.
Dr. McDani el is also active in her community. She has served as a consultant for the
Corporation for Olympic Development in Atlanta, panelist for th e City of Atlanta Bureau of
Cultural Affairs, Fulton County Arts Council, and Georgia Council for the Arts. She
currently serves on the Board of Directors of SUMMECH, a housing development
corporation in her community and she is president of the Fortuna Investment Club, an
organization dedic ated to the financial education of African American women.
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ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE
CHARLESTON WOMAN'S IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE

6:00 P.M.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1998

PROGRAM

Greetings

Mrs. Mary C. Snow

Message from the Governor

Mrs. Thelma Hughes

INTRODUCTION OF PLATFORM GUEST

Miss Jo Ellen Flagg

MUSIC

Ms. Mary Hankins

INVOCATION

Mrs. Sandra Burrell

DINNER

l

MUSIC

Ms. Mary Hankins

INTRODUCTION OF SPEAKER

Mrs. Twana White

SPEAKER

Dr. Maurine A. McDaniel

AWARDS PRESENTATION

Mrs. Yuolanda Murray

NAACP PAYM ENT

Mrs. Marian W. Jones

CLOSING REMARKS

Mrs. Mary C. Snow

!;

Mrs. Sandra Strader

BENEDICTION

')Q

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS, THE CHARLESTON WOMAN'S
IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE, INC. HONORS

Mildred Gallion
Elayne C. Abnathy
Mary German
Marian A. Alston
Shirley J. Gilliam
Louise P. Anderson
Lillie Gillis
Ethel H. Andrews
Anna Evans Gilme,
Mildred Bateman
Gloria VV Gray
Tina Beatty
Annore Berkley
Vera N. Green
Roberta Hall-Smith
Alma Holland Berry
Mae L. Hardman
Ancella Radford Bickley
Eva K. Hawkins
• Otheletta Blake-Orr
Delores M. Heath
Deborah Bradford Billups
June M. Board
Ruth Lawson Henderson
Eulalia Brantley
Virginia Henderson
Roberta Hill-Smith
Charlene Hodges Byrd
Ethel Caffee-Austin
Mildred Ruth T. Holt
A . Verely Houff
Gloria G. Carper
Marcia L. Howard
Ruby M. Chappell
Carrie L. Collier
Viola Ruth Huff
Pearl Davis
Lucia James
Rubye C. Dedrick
Evangelist Jean Johnson
Christine Dickerson
Norma P Johnson
Nancy Johnson Doneghy
Zelphia Johnson
Anna Ruth Grace Faucett Ealy Mae Belle A. Jones
Mildred C. Early
Naomi W Jordan
Adeline M. Easley
Angie King
Virginia Jarrett Lawson
Eleanor D. Evans
Mary E. Ferrell
lvin Lee
Sarah Morris Lee
Jeannie H. Flippin
Matroy Letlow
Geneva A . Foster
1
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Hazel Lewis
Regina S. Lipscomb
Ramona Lockett
M. Lois Lucas
Betty J. McLeod
Emma J. Matchen
Quetta Muzzle
Sophia Nelson
Pam Nixon
. Ruth C. Nowling
Barbara Ann Patterson
Doris J. Payne
Eulalia Peeks
Christine M. Price
Elsie Randall
Josephine Morris Rayford
Marybelle Reed
Andrea Johnson Robinson
Vivian Rogers
Mary Smith
Caroline Smoot

; . .

. .. .

Nancy Starks ·
Alberdina Strader
Katherine T. Sutphin
Margaret Taylor

S~.irley. M. Taylor
Cleota Jefferson Thacker
Gloria Tyl_~ r ·

Prisqilla M; Waddy
. - Blanche Wade ·. .
Ann ·BakerWagner
Addie P. Wijtkins

Cerita 8. Watson
A. :Jean Wiggins ·
Karen P. Williams
Leontine J. Wilson
Gloria wo·od
Phyllis Tyler Woods
Florence WoodsonWashington
Thelma T. Woody
Hazel Paxton Wooster
Sophia Wright

Congratulations to these women for a lifetime of service to
their communities, churches, neighborhoods, families and
friends .
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Thelma White McDaniel,

2nd vice president
Mother of one daughter, Maurine A. Mc Daniel.
A half century member of the Charleston Woman's
Improvement League, First Baptist Church and Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority. A charter member of Beta Beta
Omega Chapter. Retired Kanawha County School Teacher.
Received a Bachelor of Arts degree from West Virginia
State College and a Master's Degree from Marshall
University. She served as president of the League
for thirteen years. Life member of NAACP, West Virginia
State College Alumni Association, WV Education
Association of Retired Teachers and Henry Highland Garnet
High School foundation.
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TH E CHARLESTON WOMAN 'S IMPROVEMENT LEAGU E, INC.
rJ n

100

your

TH ANNIV ERSAR Y

A LPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY
Beta Beta Omega Chapter
Ph ilippa G While, Basileus

MARY CROZIER SNOW

Mar}', a native Charlcstonian ,retired from Kanawha
County Schools after 53 years of service as a teacher and
administrator and one year as an exchange teacher in

Wales.
She is affiliated with eleven ( 11) public service
organizations, listed in seven (7) editions of \Vho's Who
is editor of two newsletters, is National Co-chairman of
Second Careers for Phi Delta Kappa, and is an AARP
Minority Affairs Specialist.
She has one son, \Vynn Young and two grandsons.

** ********* * ******** ************* **** * **** *** *******

'fHE CROZIER FAMILY
proudly salutes

Charleston Woman's Improvement League
on its

Century of Service to Others
Elayne Abnathy, Maxine C. Howard, Josephine C. Wilson,
Mary C. Snow, Roscoe E. Crozier
"We do this in honor of our beloved mother, Barbara
Davis Crozier, who left us a rich legacy of Giving of One's

Setr'.

'
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CHARLESTON WOMAN'S IMPROVEMENT LEAGUE
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

The members of the Charleston Woman's Improvement League
wish to thank you for your support of our 100th Celebration.
1998 - 1999 OFFICERS

President
Vice President
Second Vice President
Recording Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Parliamentarian

Jo Ellen Flagg
M. Frances Haston
Thelma W. McDaniel
Sandra Strader
Yuolanda 0. Murray
A. Twana White
Mona L. Robinson
Daisy A. Alston
Alice B. Dexter

ROSTER
Daisy A. Alston
HazelBego
Sandra Burrell
Donna Campbell
Barbara A. Carroll
Alice R. Clark
Lisa E. Curry
MaryW. Dews
Alice B. Dexter
Brunetta Gamble-Dillard
Jane Dunlap
Sandra Edmonds
Jo Ellen Flagg
Frances B. Hale
Sandra Hamlin
M. Frances Haston
Jane Lee Hicks

Lucylle Hicks
Thelma Hughes
Marian W. Jones
Jo Anne L. Manns
Thelma W. McDaniel
Yuolanda Murray
L. Jean Ray
Nancy E. Richards
Mona L. Robinson
Ramona B. Samuels
Martha Sanders
Mary C. Snow
Sandra Strader
Daisy Sweeney
Conswello Thompson
A. Twana White
Penny Woods
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